HOW TO PRAY
by R A Torrey

"Ye shall ask what ye will, and it will be done unto you"

The worl d-renowned cl assic which has al ready shown nmillions that
God' s answers cone to those who know how t o ask.

WHO CAN HELP?

Most of us know we QUGHT to pray, but many seem uncertain as
to HOW WHEN, and WHERE to pray. This book is the classic
Christian answer to these vital questions.

Bel i eving that nmany prayers are not answered because they
are not intelligently offered, Dr. Torrey exam nes the
MOODS, the METHODS and the MEANI NGS of prayer. He considers
all the problens and questioning of the sincere seeker, and
in answer to themoffers an outline for effective praying
that is as positive as it is beautiful and inspirational

The gentle art of prayer, within these pages, is put within
the reach of the least of us. To read it is a nmountain-top
experience of comunion with a | oving, ANSWERI NG God.

"YOQU HAVE NOT BECAUSE YQU ASK NOT"...

...and Dr. Torrey goes on to give reasons why nmen shoul d
pray -- and what prayer can do:

"Prayer is God's appointed way for obtaining things, and the
great secret of all lack in our experience, in our life and
in our work is neglect of prayer.”

"All the mghty nmen of God outside the Bi ble have been nen
of prayer. They have differed fromone another in nmany
things, but in this they have been alike."

"Prayer, in every care and anxiety and need of life, with
t hanksgi ving, is the means God has appointed for out
obtaining freedomfromall anxiety, and the peace of God
whi ch passeth all understandi ng."

Men should pray -- as Christ Hinself prayed -- and this little

mast er pi ece of inspiration and faith tells you why, how it is a
faithful guide to the richest fulfillnent of the Christian life.
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CHAPTER |

THE | MPORTANCE OF PRAYER

In the 6th chapter of Ephesians in the 18th verse we read
wor ds which put the trenendous inportance of prayer with startling
and overwhel m ng force:

"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints.”

VWhen we stop to weigh the neaning of these words, then note
t he connection in which they are found, the intelligent child of CGod



is driven to say,

"I must pray, pray, pray. | nust put all ny energy and al
nmy heart into prayer. \hatever else | do, | nust pray."

The Revised Version is, if possible, stronger than the
Aut hori zed:

"Wth all prayer and supplication praying at all seasons in
the spirit, and watching thereunto in all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints.”

Note the ALLS: "with ALL prayer,"” "at ALL seasons," "in
ALL perseverance," "for ALL the saints.” Note the piling up of
strong words, "prayer," “"supplication,” "perseverance." Note once
nore the strong expression, "watching thereunto,” nore literally,
"being sleepless thereunto.” Paul realized the natural sl othful ness
of man, and especially his natural slothfulness in prayer. How
sel dom we pray things through! How often the church and the
i ndi vidual get right up to the verge of a great blessing in prayer
and just then let go, get drowsy, quit. | w sh that these words
"bei ng sleepless unto prayer” mght burn into our hearts. | wish
t he whol e verse m ght burn into our hearts.

But why is this constant, persistent, sleepless, overcom ng
prayer so needful ?

1. First of all, BECAUSE THERE IS A DEVIL.
He is cunning, he is mghty, he never rests, he is ever plotting the
downfall of the child of God; and if the child of God relaxes in
prayer, the devil will succeed in ensnaring him

This is the thought of the context. The 12th verse reads:
"For our westling is not against flesh and bl ood, but against the
principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this
dar kness, against the spiritual hosts of w ckedness in the heavenly

places.” (R V.) Then conmes the 13th verse: "Werefore take up the
whol e arnor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and, having done all, to stand.” (R V.) Next follows a

description of the different parts of the Christian's arnor, which
we are to put on if we are to stand against the devil and his mghty
wiles. Then Paul brings all to a climax in the 18th verse, telling
us that to all else we nust add prayer -- constant, persistent,
untiring, sleepless prayer in the Holy Spirit, or all else will go
for nothing.

2. A second reason for this constant, persistent, sleepless,
overcom ng prayer is that PRAYER IS GOD S APPO NTED WAY FOR
OBTAI NI NG THI NGS, AND THE GREAT SECRET OF ALL LACK IN OUR
EXPERI ENCE, I N OUR LI FE AND I N OUR WORK | S NEGLECT OF PRAYER

James brings this out very forcibly in the 4th chapter and

2nd verse of his epistle: "Ye have not because ye ask not." These
words contain the secret of the poverty and powerl essness of the
average Christian -- neglect of prayer.

"Way is it," many a Christian is asking, "I make so little



progress in ny Christian life?"

"Negl ect of prayer,’
ask not."

God answers. "You have not because you

"Way is it," many a mnister is asking, "l see so little
fruit fromny | abors?"

Agai n God answers, "Neglect of prayer. You have not because
you ask not."

"Way is it," many a Sunday- School teacher is asking, "that |
see so few converted in ny Sunday- School class?"

Still God answers, "Neglect of prayer. You have not because
you ask not."

"Way is it," both mnisters and churches are asking, "that
the church of Christ makes so little headway agai nst unbelief and
error and sin and worldliness?"

Once nore we hear God answering, "Neglect of prayer. You
have not because you ask not."

3. The third reason for this constant, persistent,
sl eepl ess, overconmi ng prayer is that THOSE MEN WHOM GOD SET FORTH AS
A PATTERN OF WHAT HE EXPECTED CHRI STI ANS TO BE -- THE APCSTLES - -
REGARDED PRAYER AS THE MOST | MPORTANT BUSI NESS OF THEI R LI VES.

VWhen the multiplying responsibilities of the early church
crowded in upon them they "called the multitude of the disciples
unto them and said, It is not reason that we should | eave the Wrd
of God, and serve tables. \Wherefore, brethren, |ook ye out anong
you seven nen of honest report, full of the Holy CGhost and w sdom
whom we nmay appoi nt over this business. But WE WLL G VE OQURSELVES
CONTI NUALLY TO PRAYER and to the ministry of the Wrd." It is
evi dent fromwhat Paul wote to the churches and to individuals
about praying for them that very nmuch of his tine and strength and
t hought was given to prayer. (Rom 1:9, R V.; Eph. 1:15,16; Col
1:9, RV.; 1 _Thess. 3:10; 2. Tim 1:3, RV.)

Al the m ghty men of God outside the Bible have been nen of
prayer. They have differed fromone another in many things, but in
this they have been alike.

4. But there is a still weightier reason for this constant,
persi stent, sleepless, overcom ng prayer. It is, PRAYER OCCUPI ED A
VERY PROM NENT PLACE AND PLAYED A VERY | MPORTANT PART | N THE EARTHLY
LI FE OF OUR LORD.

Turn, for exanple, to Mark 1:35. W read, "And in the
nmorning, rising up a great while before day, He went out, and
departed into a solitary place, and there prayed." The preceding
day had been a very busy and exciting one, but Jesus shortened the
hours of needed sleep that He might arise early and give Hnself to
nore sorely needed prayer.



Turn again to Luke 6:12, where we read, "And it cane to pass
in those days that He went out into a nountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God." Qur Savior found it
necessary on occasion to take a whole night for prayer.

The words "pray" and "prayer"” are used at |east twenty-five
times in connection with our Lord in the brief record of His life in
the four CGospels, and His praying is nentioned in places where the
words are not used. Evidently prayer took much of the time and
strength of Jesus, and a man or woman who does not spend nuch tine
in prayer, cannot properly be called a follower of Jesus Christ.

5. There is another reason for constant, persistent,
sl eepl ess, overconing prayer that seens if possible even nore
forcible than this, nanely, PRAYING IS THE MOST | MPORTANT PART OF
THE PRESENT M NI STRY OF OUR RI SEN LORD.

Christ's mnistry did not close with H's death. His atoning
wor k was finished then, but when He rose and ascended to the right
hand of the Father, He entered upon other work for us just as
inmportant in its place as H's atoning work. It cannot be divorced
fromH s atoning work; it rests upon that as its basis, but it is
necessary to our conplete salvation

VWhat that great present work is, by which He carries our
sal vation on to conpl eteness, we read in Heb. 7:25, "Werefore He is
able also to save themto the utternost that come unto God by Hm
seeing HE EVER LI VETH TO MAKE | NTERCESSI ON FOR THEM " Thi s verse
tells us that Jesus is able to save us unto the utternost, not
merely FROM the utternost, but UNTO the utternost, unto entire
conpl et eness, absol ute perfection, because He not nerely died, but
because He also "ever liveth." The verse also tells us for what
pur pose He now lives, "TO MAKE | NTERCESSI ON FOR US," to pray.
Praying is the principal thing He is doing in these days. It is by
H s prayers that He is saving us.

The sane thought is found in Paul's remarkable, triunphant chall enge
in Rom 8:34 -- "Wio is he that shall condermm? It is Christ Jesus
that died, yea rather, that was raised fromthe dead, who is at the
ri ght hand of God, WHO ALSO MAKETH | NTERCESSI ON FOR US." (R V.)

If we then are to have fellowship with Jesus Christ in H's
present work, we nmust spend nuch time in prayer; we nust give
oursel ves to earnest, constant, persistent, sleepless, overcom ng
prayer. | know of nothing that has so inpressed ne with a sense of
the i nportance of praying at all seasons, being nuch and constantly
in prayer, as the thought that that is the principal occupation at
present of my risen Lord. | want to have fellowship with Hm and
to that end I have asked the Father that whatever el se He nay make
me, to nake ne at all events an intercessor, to nake nme a man who
knows how to pray, and who spends much tine in prayer.

This mnistry of intercession is a glorious and a m ghty
mnistry, and we can all have part init. The man or the woman who
is shut away fromthe public nmeeting by sickness can have part in
it; the busy nother; the worman who has to take in washing for a



living can have part -- she can mingle prayers for the saints, and
for her pastor, and for the unsaved, and for foreign m ssionaries,
with the soap and water as she bends over the washtub, and not do

t he washi ng any nore poorly on that account; the hard driven nan of
busi ness can have part in it, praying as he hurries fromduty to
duty. But of course we nust, if we would maintain this spirit of
constant prayer, take tinme -- and take plenty of it -- when we shal
shut ourselves up in the secret place alone with God for nothing but
prayer.

6. The sixth reason for constant, persistent, sleepless,
overcom ng prayer is that PRAYER | S THE MEANS THAT GOD HAS APPO NTED
FOR OUR RECEI VI NG MERCY, AND OBTAI Nl NG GRACE TO HELP I N TI ME OF
NEED.

Heb. 4:16 is one of the sinplest and sweetest verses in the
Bible, -- "Let us therefore conme boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain nercy, and find grace to help in time of need."
These words make it very plain that God has appointed a way by which
we shall seek and obtain nmercy and grace. That way is prayer; bold,
confident, outspoken approach to the throne of grace, the nost holy
pl ace of God's presence, where our synpathizing Hi gh Priest, Jesus
Christ, has entered in our behalf. (Verses 14, 15.)

Mercy is what we need, grace is what we nust have, or al
our life and effort will end in conplete failure. Prayer is the way
to get them There is infinite grace at our disposal, and we make
it ours experinentally by prayer. Ch, if we only realized the
full ness of God's grace, that is ours for the asking, its height and
depth and | ength and breadth, | am sure that we would spend nore
time in prayer. The neasure of our appropriation of grace is
determ ned by the measure of our prayers.

Who is there that does not feel that he needs nore grace?
Then ask for it. Be constant and persistent in your asking. Be
i mportunate and untiring in your asking. God delights to have us
"shanel ess" beggars in this direction; for it shows our faith in
Hm and He is mghtily pleased with faith. Because of our
"shanel essness” He will rise and give us as much as we need (Luke
11:8). Wiat little streans of nercy and grace nost of us know, when
we might know rivers overflowi ng their banks!

7. The next reason for constant, persistent, sleepless,
overcom ng prayer is that PRAYER IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRI ST IS THE
WAY JESUS CHRI ST HI MSELF HAS APPO NTED FOR HI'S DI SCl PLES TO OBTAI N
FULLNESS OF JOY.

He states this sinply and beautifully in John 16: 24,
"Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My nane; ask, and ye shal
receive, that your joy may be fulfilled.” "Made full" is the way
the Revised Version reads. W is there that does not wi sh his joy
filled full? Well, the way to have it filled full is by praying in
the nane of Jesus. W all know people whose joy is filled full
i ndeed, it is just running over, is shining fromtheir eyes,
bubbling out of their very lips, and running off their finger tips
when they shake hands with you. Coming in contact with themis |ike
comng in contact with an electrical machine charged with gl adness.



Now peopl e of that sort are always people that spend much tine in
prayer.

Wy is it that prayer in the nane of Christ brings such
fullness of joy? |In part, because we get what we ask. But that is

not the only reason, nor the greatest. It makes God real. Wen we
ask sonething definite of God, and He gives it, how real God
becomes! He is right there! It is blessed to have a God who is
real, and not nerely an idea. | renmenber how once | was taken
suddenly and seriously sick all alone in nmy study. | dropped upon
nmy knees and cried to God for help. Instantly all pain left me -- |
was perfectly well. It seemed as if God stood right there, and had

put out H's hand and touched nme. The joy of the healing was not so
great as the joy of neeting God.

There is no greater joy on earth or in heaven, than
conmuni on with God, and prayer in the name of Jesus brings us into
conmmunion with Hm The Psal m st was surely not speaking only of
future bl essedness, but al so of present bl essedness when he said,
"In Thy presence is fullness of joy." (Ps. 16.11.) O¢the
unutterable joy of those moments when in our prayers we really press
into the presence of Cod!

Does sone one say. "I have never known any such joy as that
in prayer"?

Do you take enough leisure for prayer to actually get into
God's presence? Do you really give yourself up to prayer in the
ti me which you do take?

8. The eighth reason for constant, persistent, sleepless,
overcom ng prayer is that PRAYER, | N EVERY CARE AND ANXI ETY AND NEED
OF LIFE, WTH THANKSA VING | S THE MEANS THAT GOD HAS APPO NTED FOR
OBTAI Nl NG FREEDOM FROM ALL ANXI ETY, AND THE PEACE OF GOD WHI CH
PASSETH ALL UNDERSTANDI NG

"Be careful for nothing," says Paul, "but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving |let your requests be nmade
known unto CGod, and the peace of God which passeth al
under st andi ng, shall keep your hearts and m nds through Chri st

Jesus." (Phil. 4:6,7.) To many this seens at the first glance, the
picture of alife that is beautiful, but beyond the reach of

ordinary nortals; not so at all. The verse tells us howthe life is
attainable by every child of God: "Be careful for nothing," or as the
Revi sed Version reads, "lIn nothing be anxious.” The remainder of the
verse tells us how, and it is very sinple: "But in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving |l et your requests be nmade
known unto God." \What could be plainer or nore sinple than that?

Just keep in constant touch with God, and when any trouble or
vexation, great or small, comes up, speak to H mabout it, never

forgetting to return thanks for what He has al ready done. Wat wll
the result be? "The peace of God which passeth all understandi ng
shal | guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.” (R V.)

That is glorious, and as sinple as it is glorious! Thank
God, many are trying it. Don't you know any one who is always
serene? Perhaps he is a very storny nan by his natural make-up, but



troubles and conflicts and reverses and bereavenents nay sweep
around him and the peace of God which passeth all understandi ng
guards his heart and his thoughts in Christ Jesus.

We all know such persons. How do they nanage it?

Just by prayer, that is all. Those persons who know the
deep peace of God, the unfathomabl e peace that passeth all
under st andi ng, are al ways nen and wonen of much prayer.

Some of us let the hurry of our lives crowd prayer out, and
what a waste of tine and energy and nerve force there is by the
constant worry! One night of prayer will save us from many nights
of insomia. Time spent in prayer is not wasted, but tine invested
at big interest.

9. The ninth reason for constant, persistent, sleepless,
overcom ng prayer is that PRAYER | S THE METHOD THAT GOD HI MSELF
HAS APPO NTED FOR OUR OBTAI NING THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Upon this point the Bible is very plain. Jesus says, "If
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how nmuch nore shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to themthat ask H n?" (Luke 11:13.) Men are telling us
in these days, very good nmen too, "You nust not pray for the Holy
Spirit," but what are they going to do with the plain statenent
of Jesus Christ, "How nuch nore will your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit TO THEM THAT ASK HI M?"

Sonme years ago when an address on the baptismw th the
Holy Spirit was announced, a brother cane to nme before the
address and said with nuch feeling,

"Be sure and tell themnot to pray for the Holy Spirit."

"I will surely not tell themthat, for Jesus says, 'How
much nore shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them
that ask Hm."

"Ch, yes," he replied, "but that was before Pentecost."

"How about Acts 4:31? was that before Pentecost, or
after?"

"After, of course.”

"Read it."

"' And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where
they were assenbl ed together; and they were all FILLED WTH THE
HOLY GHOST, and they spake the Wrd of God with bol dness. '™

"How about Acts 8:15? was that before Pentecost or
after?"

"After."



"Pl ease read."

"'Who, when they were conme down PRAYED for them that
they m ght receive the Holy CGhost.'"

He made no answer. \at could he answer? It is plain as
day in the Wwrd of God that before Pentecost and after, the first
bapti sm and the subsequent fillings with the Holy Spirit were
received in answer to definite prayer. Experience also teaches
t hi s.

Doubt | ess many have received the Holy Spirit the nonment
of their surrender to God before there was tinme to pray, but how
many there are who know that their first definite baptismwth
the Holy Spirit came while they were on their knees or faces
before God, alone or in conpany with others, and who again and
again since that have been filled with the Holy Spirit in the
pl ace of prayer!

| know this as definitely as I know that ny thirst has
been quenched while |I was drinking water. Early one norning in
t he Chi cago Avenue Church prayer room where several hundred
peopl e had been assenbl ed a nunber of hours in prayer, the Holy
Spirit fell so manifestly, and the whole place was so filled with
H s presence, that no one could speak or pray, but sobs of joy
filled the place. Men went out of that roomto different parts
of the country, taking trains that very norning, and reports soon
canme back of the out-pouring of God's Holy Spirit in answer to
prayer. Ohers went out into the city with the bl essing of God
upon them This is only one instance anong nmany that m ght be
cited from personal experience.

If we would only spend nore time in prayer, there would
be nmore fullness of the Spirit's power in our work. Many and
many a man who once worked unm stakably in the power of the Holy
Spirit is nowfilling the air with enpty shoutings, and beating
it with his neaningl ess gesticul ati ons, because he has | et prayer
be crowded out. we nust spend nuch time on our knees before Cod,
if we are to continue in the power of the Holy Spirit.

10. The tenth reason for constant, persistent, sleepless,
overcom ng prayer is that PRAYER IS THE MEANS THAT CHRI ST HAS
APPQO NTED WHEREBY OUR HEARTS SHALL NOT BECOVE OVERCHARGED W TH
SURFEI TI NG AND DRUNKENNESS AND CARES OF THI S LI FE, AND SO THE DAY
OF CHRI ST' S RETURN COMVE UPON US SUDDENLY AS A SNARE

One of the nost interesting and sol enm passages upon

prayer in the Bible is along this Iine. (Luke 21:34-36) "Take
heed to yourselves, lest at any tinme your hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting and drunkenness and cares of this life, and so

t hat day cone upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on
all themthat dwell in the face of the whole earth. Watch ye

t herefore, and PRAY ALWAYS, that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of man." According to this passage there is only
one way in which we can be prepared for the conm ng of the Lord



when He appears, that is, through nuch prayer.

The comi ng again of Jesus Christ is a subject that is
awakeni ng much interest and much di scussion in our day; but it is
one thing to be interested in the Lord' s return, and to talk
about it, and quite another thing to be prepared for it. W live
in an atnmosphere that has a constant tendency to unfit us for
Christ's coming. The world tends to draw us down by its
gratifications and by its cares. There is only one way by which
we can rise triunphant above these things--by constant watching

unto prayer, that is, by sleeplessness unto prayer. "Watch" in
this passage is the sane strong word used in Eph. 6:18, and
"al ways" the same strong phrase "in every season.” The nman who

spends little tine in prayer, who is not steadfast and constant
in prayer, will not be ready for the Lord when He cones. But we
may be ready. How? Pray! Pray! Pray!

11. There is one nore reason for constant, persistent,
sl eepl ess, overconming prayer, and it is a mghty one: BECAUSE OF
WHAT PRAYER ACCOWPLI SHES. Much has really been said upon that
al ready, but there is nuch also that shoul d be added.

(1) Prayer pronotes our spiritual growh as al nost
not hi ng el se, indeed as nothing el se but Bible study; and true
prayer and true Bi bl e study go hand in hand.

It is through prayer that ny sin is brought to light, ny
nost hidden sin. As | kneel before God and pray, "Search ne, O
God, and know ny heart; try nme, and know ny thoughts; and see if
there be any wicked way in ne," (Ps.139:23,24), God shoots the
penetrating rays of His light into the innernost recesses of ny

heart, and the sins | never suspected are brought to view In
answer to prayer, God washes nme frommne iniquity and cl eanses
me frommny sin (Ps. 51:2). In answer to prayer mnmy eyes are

opened to behol d wondrous things out of God's Wrd (Ps. 119:18).
In answer to prayer | get wisdomto know God's way (Jas. 1:5) and
strength to walk init. As | neet God in prayer and gaze into
H s face, | amchanged into Hs own image fromglory to glory (

2 Cor. 3:18). Each day of true prayer life finds nme liker to ny
gl orious Lord.

John Wl ch, son-in-law to John Knox, was one of the nost
faithful nmen of prayer this world ever saw. He counted that day
ill-spent in which seven or eight hours were not used alone with
God in prayer and the study of Hs Wwird. An old man speaki ng of
himafter his death said, "He was a type of Christ."

How canme he to be so like his Master?
H's prayer life explains the nystery.
(2) Prayer brings power into our work.
If we wish power for any work to which God calls us, be

it preaching, teaching, personal work, or the rearing of our
children, we can get it by earnest prayer.



A worman with a little boy who was perfectly incorrigible,
once cane to nme in desperation and said:

"What shall | do with hin®"
| asked, "Have you ever tried prayer?"

She said that she had prayed for him she thought. |
asked if she had made his conversion and his character a matter
of definite, expectant prayer. She replied that she had not been
definite in the matter. She began that day, and at once there
was a marked change in the child, and he grew up into Christian
manhood.

How many a Sunday-school teacher has taught for nonths
and years, and seen no real fruit fromhis |abors, and then has
| earned the secret of intercession, and by earnest pleading with
God, has seen his schol ars brought one by one to Christ! How
many a poor preacher has become a mighty nman of God by casting
away his confidence in his own ability and gifts, and giving
hinself up to God to wait upon Hmfor the power that conmes from
on high! John Livingstone spent a night, with some others
i kemi nded, in prayer to God and religious conversation, and when
he preached next day in the Kirk of Shotts five hundred people
were converted, or dated some definite uplift intheir life to
that occasion. Prayer and power are inseparable.

(3) Prayer avails for the conversion of others.

There are few converted in this world unless in
connection with some one's prayers. | formerly thought that no
human bei ng had anything to do with ny own conversion, for | was
not converted in church or Sunday-school, or in persona
conversation with any one. | was awakened in the mddle of the
ni ght and converted. As far as | can remenber | had not the
slightest thought of being converted, or of anything of that
character, when | went to bed and fell asleep; but I was awakened
in the mddle of the night and converted probably inside of five
mnutes. A few minutes before | was about as near eterna
perdition as one gets. | had one foot over the brink and was
trying to get the other one over. | say | thought no human bei ng
had anything to do with it, but I had forgotten ny nother's
prayers, and | afterward | earned that one of ny college
cl assmat es had chosen ne as one to pray for until | was saved.

Prayer often avails where everything else fails. How
utterly all of Mnica' s efforts and entreaties failed with her
son, but her prayers prevailed with God, and the dissolute youth
became St. Augustine, the mighty man of God. By prayer the
bitterest enenies of the Gospel have becone its nost valiant
defenders, the greatest scoundrels the truest sons of God, and
the vilest wonmen the purest saints. Ch, the power of prayer to
reach down, down, down, where hope itself seens vain, and lift
men and wonen up, up, up into fellowship with and |ikeness to
God. It is sinply wonderful! How little we appreciate this
mar vel ous weapon!



(4) Prayer brings blessings to the church

The history of the church has always been a history of
grave difficulties to overcone. The devil hates the church and
seeks in every way to block its progress; now by fal se doctrine,
again by division, again by inward corruption of life. But by
prayer, a clear way can be made through everything. Prayer wll
root out heresy, allay m sunderstandi ng, sweep away j eal ousi es
and aninosities, obliterate imoralities, and bring in the ful
tide of God's reviving grace. History abundantly proves this.
In the hour of darkest portent, when the case of the church
| ocal or universal, has seened beyond hope, believing nen and
bel i eving wonen have net together and cried to God and t he answer
has cone.

It was so in the days of Knox, it was so in the days of
Wesl ey and Wiitfield, it was so in the days of Edwards and
Brainerd, it was so in the days of Finney, it was so in the days
of the great revival of 1857 in this country and of 1859 in
Ireland, and it will be so again in your day and mine. Satan has
marshall ed his forces. Christian science with its false Christ--
a woman--lifts high its head. Ohers naking great pretensions of
apostolic methods, but covering the rankest dishonesty and
hypocri sy with these pretensions, speak with | oud assurance.
Christians equally loyal to the great fundanental truths of the
Cospel are glowering at one another with a devil-sent suspicion.
The worl d, the flesh and the devil are holding high carnival. It
is now a dark day, BUT--now "it is time for Thee, Lord, to work;
for they have nmade void Thy law " (Ps. 199:126). And He is
getting ready to work, and now He is listening for the voice of
prayer. WIIl He hear it? WII| He hear it fromyou? WII He
hear it fromthe church as a body? | believe He will.

CHAPTER | |
PRAYI NG UNTO GCD

W& have seen sonething of the tremendous inportance and the
resistless power of prayer, and now we cone directly to the question-
-how to pray with power.

1. In the 12th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles we have
the record of a prayer that prevailed with God, and brought to pass
great results. In the 5th verse of this chapter, the manner and
met hod of this prayer is described in few words:

"Prayer was nade wi thout ceasing of the church UNTO GOD for

hi m
The first thing to notice in this verse is the brief
expression "unto God." The prayer that has power is the prayer that

is offered unto God.
But sonme will say, "Is not all prayer unto God?"

No. Very nuch of so-called prayer, both public and private,



is not unto God. In order that a prayer should be really unto Cod,
there nust be a definite and consci ous approach to God when we pray;
we nust have a definite and vivid realization that God is bendi ng
over us and listening as we pray. In very nuch of our prayer there
is really but little thought of God. CQur mind is taken up with the

t hought of what we need, and is not occupied with the thought of the
m ghty and | oving Father of whomwe are seeking it. Otentinmes it is
the case that we are occupied neither with the need nor with the One
to whomwe are praying, but our mnd is wandering here and there

t hroughout the world. There is no power in that sort of prayer. But
when we really conme into God's presence, really nmeet Hmface to face
in the place of prayer, really seek the things that we desire FROM
H M then there is power.

If, then, we would pray aright, the first thing that we
should do is to see to it that we really get an audience with Cod,
that we really get into Hs very presence. Before a word of petition
is offered, we should have the definite and vivid consci ousness t hat
we are talking to God, and should believe that He is listening to our
petition and is going to grant the thing that we ask of Hm This is
only possible by the Holy Spirit's power, so we should | ook to the
Holy Spirit to really lead us into the presence of God, and shoul d
not be hasty in words until He has actually brought us there.

One night a very active Christian man dropped into a little
prayer-neeting that | was |eading. Before we knelt to pray, | said
sonmet hing like the above, telling all the friends to be sure before
they prayed, and while they were praying, that they really were in
CGod' s presence, that they had the thought of HHmdefinitely in mnd
and to be nore taken up with HHmthan with their petition. A few
days after I met this same gentl eman, and he said that this sinple
t hought was entirely newto him that it had nade prayer an entirely
new experience to him

If then we would pray aright, these two little words mnust
sink deep into our hearts, "UNTO GOD."

2. The second secret of effective praying is found in the
sanme verse, in the words "W THOUT CEASI NG "

In the Revised Version, "w thout ceasing"” is rendered
"earnestly." Neither rendering gives the full force of the Geek
The word neans literally "stretched-out-ed-ly." It is a pictorial
word, and wonderfully expressive. It represents the soul on a
stretch of earnest and intense desire. "Intensely" would perhaps
conme as near translating it as any English word. It is the word used
of our Lord in Luke 22:44 where it is said, "He prayed nore
earnestly: and H's sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling
down to the ground."

We read in Heb. 5:7 that "in the days of His flesh" Christ
"offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears."
In Rom 15:30, Paul beseeches the saints in Rome to STRI VE toget her
with himin their prayers. The word translated "strive" neans
primarily to contend as in athletic games or in a fight. 1In other
words, the prayer that prevails with God is the prayer into which we
put our whole soul, stretching out toward God in intense and



agoni zing desire. Mich of our nodern prayer has no power in it
because there is no heart init. W rush into God' s presence, run

through a string of petitions, junmp up and go out. [If someone shoul d
ask us an hour afterward for what we prayed, oftentinmes we coul d not
tell. If we put so little heart into our prayers, we cannot expect

God to put much heart into answering them

We hear nuch in our day of the rest of faith, but there is
such a thing as the fight of faith in prayer as well as in effort.
Those who woul d have us think that they have attained to sone subline
hei ght of faith and trust because they never know any agony of
conflict or of prayer, have surely gotten beyond their Lord, and
beyond the mightiest victors for God, both in effort and prayer, that
the ages of Christian history have known. Wen we learn to conme to
God with an intensity of desire that wings the soul, then shall we
know a power in prayer that nost of us do not know now.

But how shall we attain to this earnestness in prayer?

Not by trying to work ourselves up into it. The true nethod
is explained in Rom 8:26, "And in |like manner the Spirit al so
hel peth our infirmty: for we know not how to pray as we ought; but
the Spirit H nmself naketh intercession for us wth groanings which
cannot be uttered.” (R V.) The earnestness that we work up in the
energy of the flesh is a repulsive thing. The earnestness wought in
us by the power of the Holy Spirit is pleasing to God. Here again,
if we would pray aright, we nust look to the Spirit of God to teach
us to pray.

It is in this connection that fasting comes. |In Dan. 9:3 we
read that Daniel set his face "unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer
and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes." There

are those who think that fasting belongs to the old di spensation; but
when we | ook at Acts 14:23, and Acts 13:2,3, we find that it was
practised by the earnest nmen of the apostolic day.

If we would pray with power, we should pray with fasting.
This of course does not nean that we should fast every time we pray;
but there are times of emergency or special crisis in wrk or in our
i ndi vidual 1ives, when nen of downright earnestness will w thdraw
t hensel ves even fromthe gratification of natural appetites that
woul d be perfectly proper under other circunstances, that they may
gi ve thensel ves up wholly to prayer. There is a peculiar power in
such prayer. Every great crisis in life and work should be nmet in
that way. There is nothing pleasing to God in our giving up in a
purely Pharisaic and | egal way things which are pleasant, but there
is power in that downright earnestness and determination to obtain in
prayer the things of which we sorely feel our need, that leads us to
put away everything, even the things in thensel ves nost right and
necessary, that we may set our faces to find God, and obtain
bl essings fromH m

3. Athird secret of right praying is also found in this sane
verse, Acts 12:5. It appears in the three words "OF THE CHURCH. "

There is power in UNITED PRAYER O course there is power in
the prayer of an individual, but there is vastly increased power in



united prayer. God delights in the unity of H s people, and seeks to
enphasize it in every way, and so He pronounces a special blessing
upon united prayer. W read in Matt. 18:19, "If two of you shal
agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be
done for themof My Father which is in heaven." This unity, however,
must be real. The passage just quoted does not say that if two shal
agree in asking, but if tw shall agree AS TOUCHI NG anyt hi ng t hey
shal |l ask. Two persons m ght agree to ask for the sane thing, and
yet there be no real agreenent as touching the thing they asked. One
m ght ask it because he really desired it, the other mght ask it
simply to please his friend. But where there is real agreenent,
where the Spirit of God brings two believers into perfect harnony as
concerning that which they may ask of God, where the Spirit lays the
same burden on two hearts; in all such prayer there is absolutely
irresistible power.

CHAPTER | I'l

OCBEYI NG AND PRAYI NG

1. One of the nost significant verses in the Bible on
prayer is 1 John 3:22. John says, "And whatsoever we ask, we
receive of Hm because we keep H s commandnents, and do those
things that are pleasing in Hs sight."

VWhat an astoundi ng statenment! John says in so nany
words, that everything he asked for he got. How many of us can
say this: "\Watsoever | ask | receive"? But John expl ai ns why
this was so, "Because we keep H s commandnents, and do those
things that are pleasing in Hs sight.” |In other words, the one
who expects God to do as he asks Hm rmust on his part DO
VWHATEVER GOD BIDS HM If we give a listening ear to all God's
commands to us, He will give a listening ear to all our petitions
to Hm |If, on the other hand, we turn a deaf ear to H's
precepts, He will be likely to turn a deaf ear to our prayers.
Here we find the secret of much unanswered prayer. W are not
listening to God's Wrd, and therefore He is not listening to our
petitions.

I was once speaking to a woman who had been a professed

Christian, but had given it all up. | asked her why she was not
a Christian still. She replied, because she did not believe the
Bible. | asked her why she did not believe the Bible.

"Because | have tried its prom ses and found them
untrue."

"Whi ch prom ses?"
"The prom ses about prayer.”
"Whi ch prom ses about prayer?”

"Does it not say in the Bible, 'Whatsoever ye ask
beli eving ye shall receive' ?"



"It says sonmething nearly like that."

"Well, | asked fully expecting to get and did not
receive, so the promse failed."

"WAs the pronise nade to you?"

"Why, certainly, it is made to all Christians, is it
not ?"

"No, CGod carefully defines who the 'ye's' are, whose
bel i eving prayers He agrees to answer."

I then turned her to 1 John 3:22, and read the
description of those whose prayers had power with God.

"Now," | said, "were you keeping H's comrmandnents and
doi ng those things which are pleasing in H's sight?"

She frankly confessed that she was not, and soon cane to
see that the real difficulty was not with God's prom ses, but
with herself. That is the difficulty with many an unanswer ed
prayer to-day: the one who offers it is not obedient.

If we would have power in prayer, we nust be earnest
students of Hs Wird to find out what H's will regarding us is,
and then having found it, do it. One unconfessed act of
di sobedi ence on our part will shut the ear of God agai nst many
petitions.

2. But this verse goes beyond the nere keeping of God's
commandnents. John tells us that we nmust DO THOSE THI NGS THAT
ARE PLEASING IN H S SI GHT

There are many things which it would be pleasing to God
for us to do which He has not specifically conmanded us. A true
child is not content with nmerely doing those things which his
father specifically conmands himto do. He studies to know his
father's will, and if he thinks that there is any thing that he
can do that would please his father, he does it gladly, though
his father has never given himany specific order to do it. So
it iswith the true child of God. He does not ask nerely whether
certain things are commanded or certain things forbidden. He
studies to know his Father's will in all things.

There are many Christians to-day who are doing things
that are not pleasing to God, and | eaving undone things which
woul d be pleasing to God. Wen you speak to them about these
things they will confront you at once with the question, "Is
there any command in the Bible not to do this thing?" And if you
cannot show t hem sonme verse in which the matter in question is
pl ainly forbidden, they think they are under no obligation
what ever to give it up; but a true child of God does not demand a
specific conmmand. If we make it our study to find out and to do
the things which are pleasing to God, He will make Hs study to
do the things which are pleasing to us. Here again we find the



expl anati on of much unanswered prayer: W are not naking it the
study of our lives to know what woul d pl ease our Father, and so
our prayers are not answered.

Take as an illustration of questions that are constantly
com ng up, the matter of theater going, dancing and the use of
tobacco. Many who are indulging in these things will ask you
triunphantly if you speak agai nst them "Does the Bible say,
"Thou shalt not go to the theater'?" "Does the Bible say,' Thou
shalt not dance'?" "Does the Bible say,' Thou shalt not snoke'?"
That is not the question. The question is, |Is our heavenly
Fat her well pleased when He sees one of His children in the
theater, at the dance, or snoking? That is a question for each
to decide for hinself, prayerfully, seeking light fromthe Holy
Spirit. "Wiwere is the harmin these things?" many ask. It is
asi de fromour purpose to go into the general question, but
beyond a doubt there is this great harmin many a case; they rob
our prayers of power.

3. Psalm 145:18 throws a great deal of light on the
guestion of howto pray: "The Lord is nigh unto all themthat
call upon Hm to all that call upon Hmin truth."

That little expression "in truth"” is worthy of study. |
you will take your concordance and go through the Bible, you wl
find that this expression nmeans "in reality,” "in sincerity.”
The prayer that God answers is the prayer that is real, the
prayer that asks for sonething that is sincerely desired.

f
I

Much prayer is insincere. People ask for things which
they do not wish. Many a woman is praying for the conversion of
her husband, who does not really w sh her husband to be
converted. She thinks that she does, but if she knew what would
be invol ved in the conversion of her husband, how it would
necessitate an entire revolution in his manner of doing business,
and how consequently it would reduce their income and nake
necessary an entire change in their nethod of living, the rea
prayer of her heart would be, if she were to be sincere with Cod:

"O God, do not convert my husband."
She does not wi sh his conversion at so great cost.

Many a church is praying for a revival that does not
really desire a revival. They think they do, for to their m nds
a revival nmeans an increase of menbership, an increase of incone,
an increase of reputation anmong the churches, but if they knew
what a real revival nmeant, what a searching of hearts on the part
of professed Christians would be involved, what a radica
transformati on of individual, donmestic and social life would be
brought about, and many ot her things that would come to pass if
the Spirit of God was poured out in reality and power; if al
this were known, the real cry of the church would be:

"O CGod, keep us fromhaving a revival."

Many a mnister is praying for the baptismwith the Holy



Spirit who does not really desire it. He things he does, for the
baptismwith the Spirit nmeans to himnew joy, new power in
preaching the Wrd, a wider reputation anong nmen, a | arger

prom nence in the church of Christ. But if he understood what a
baptismwith the Holy Spirit really involved, how for exanple it
woul d necessarily bring himinto antagonismwith the world, and
with unspiritual Christians, how it would cause his nanme to be
"cast out as evil," howit mght necessitate his | eaving a good
confortable living and going down to work in the slums, or even
in sone foreign land; if he understood all this, his prayer quite
likely would be--if he were to express the real wish of his
heart, --

"O God, save nme from being baptized with the Holy CGhost."

But when we do conme to the place where we really desire
the conversion of friends at any cost, really desire the
out pouring of the Holy Spirit whatever it may involve, really
desire the baptismwi th the Holy Ghost come what may, where we
desire anything "in truth" and then call upon God for it "in
truth,” God is going to hear

CHAPTER |V
PRAYI NG I N THE NAME OF CHRI ST AND ACCORDI NG TO THE WLL OF GOD

1. It was a wonderful word about prayer that Jesus spoke to
H s disciples on the night before H's crucifixion, "Watsoever ye
shall ask IN MY NAME, that will | do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. |If ye shall ask anything in My nane, | wll do
it."

Prayer in the name of Christ has power with God. God is well
pl eased with H's Son Jesus Christ. He hears H m always, and He al so
hears al ways the prayer that is really in Hs name. There is a
fragrance in the nane of Christ that nakes acceptable to God every
prayer that bears it.

But what is it to pray in the name of Christ?

Many expl anati ons have been attenpted that to ordinary m nds
do not explain. But there is nothing nystical or nysterious about
this expression. |If one will go through the Bible and exam ne al
t he passages in which the expression "in My nanme" or "in H's name" or
synonynous expressions are used, he will find that it means just
about what it does in nodern usage. |If | go to a bank and hand in a
check with nmy nane signed to it, | ask of that bank IN My OAN NAVE
If | have noney deposited in that bank, the check will be cashed; if
not, it will not be. |If, however, | go to a bank w th sonebody
el se's nane signed to the check, | amasking IN H S NAVE, and it does
not matter whether | have noney in that bank or any other, if the
person whose nane is signed to the check has noney there, the check
wi || be cashed.

If, for exanple, | should go to the First National Bank of
Chi cago, and present a check which | had signed for $50.00, the



paying teller would say to ne:

"Way, M. Torrey, we cannot cash that. You have no noney in
t hi s bank."

But if |I should go to the First National Bank with a check
for $5,000.00 made payable to ne, and signed by one of the |arge
depositors in that bank, they would not ask whether | had noney in
that bank or in any bank, but woul d honor the check at once.

So it is when I go to the bank of heaven, when | go to God in
prayer. | have nothing deposited there, | have absolutely no credit
there, and if | go in ny own nanme | will get absolutely nothing; but
Jesus Christ has unlimted credit in heaven, and He has granted to ne
the privilege of going to the bank with H's name on ny checks, and
when | thus go, ny prayers will be honored to any extent.

To pray then in the nane of Christ is to pray on the ground,
not of ny credit, but His; to renounce the thought that | have any
clains on God whatever, and approach H mon the ground of God's
clains. Praying in the name of Christ is not nerely adding the
phrase "I ask these things in Jesus' nane"” to ny prayer. | may put
that phrase in nmy prayer and really be resting in ny own nerit al
the tine. But when | really do approach God, not on the ground of ny
merit, but on the ground of Christ's merit, not on the ground of ny
goodness, but on the ground of the atoning blood (Heb. 10:19), Cod
will hear ne. Very much of our nodern prayer is vain because nen
approach God i magi ning that they have sonme clai mupon God whereby He
i s under obligations to answer their prayers.

Years ago when M. Mody was young in Christian work, he
visited a town in Illinois. A judge in the town was an infidel
This judge's wife besought M. Mody to call upon her husband, but
M. Moody replied:

"I cannot talk with your husband. | amonly an uneducated
young Christian, and your husband is a book infidel."

But the wife would not take no for an answer, so M. Moody
made the call. The clerks in the outer office tittered as the young
sal esman from Chicago went in to talk with the scholarly judge.

The conversation was short. M. Mody said:

"Judge, | can't talk with you. You are a book infidel, and
have no learning, but I sinply want to say if you are ever converted,
| want you to let ne know "

The judge replied: "Yes, young man, if | amever converted
will let you know. Yes, | will let you know. "

The conversation ended. The clerks tittered still | ouder
when the zeal ous young Christian left the office, but the judge was
converted within a year. M. Mody visiting the town again asked the
judge to explain how it came about. The judge said:

"One night, when ny wife was at prayer neeting, | began to



grow very uneasy and mserable. | did not know what was the matter

with ne, but finally retired before ny wife come home. | could not
sleep all that night. | got up early, told ny wife that I would eat
no breakfast, and went down to the office. | told the clerks they
could take a holiday, and shut myself up in the inner office. | kept

growing nore and nore mserable, and finally I got down and asked God
to forgive ny sins, but | would not say “for Jesus' sake,' for | was
a Unitarian and | did not believe in the atonenent. | kept praying
'"CGod forgive nmy sins'; but no answer canme. At last in desperation |
cried, 'O CGod, for Christ's sake forgive ny sins,' and found peace at
once. "

The judge had no access to God until he canme in the name of
Christ, but when he thus cane, he was heard and answered at once.

2. Geat light is thrown upon the subject "How to Pray" by
1 John 5:14,15: "And this is the bol dness which we have toward H m
that if we ask anything ACCORDING TO HHS WLL, He heareth us; and if
we know that He heareth us whatsoever we ask, we know that we have
the petitions which we have asked of Hm" (R V.)

Thi s passage teaches us plainly that if we are to pray
aright, we nmust pray according to God's will, then will we beyond a
peradventure get the thing we ask of H m

But can we know the will of God? Can we know that any
specific prayer is according to Hs wll?

We nost surely can.
How?

(1) First by the Wwrd. God has revealed Hs will in H's Wrd.
VWhen anything is definitely promsed in the Wird of God, we know

that it is Hs will to give that thing. |If then when | pray, | can
find some definite promise of God's Wrd and |ay that prom se before
God, | know that He hears ne, and if | know that He hears ne, | know
that | have the petition that | have asked of Hm For exanple, when
| pray for wisdom| know that it is the will of God to give ne
wi sdom for He says so in Janmes 1:5: "If any of you |ack wi sdom | et
hi m ask of CGod, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him" So when | ask for wisdom | know that the

prayer is heard, and that wisdomwll be given ne. In |ike manner
when | pray for the Holy Spirit | know from Luke 11:13 that it is
God's will, that ny prayer is heard, and that | have the petition
that | have asked of Hm "If ye then, being evil, know how to give

good gifts unto your children, how nuch nore shall your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to themthat ask H n®"

Sonme years ago a mnister cane to ne at the close of an
address on prayer at a Y.MC A Bible school, and said,

"You have produced upon those young nmen the inpression that
they can ask for definite things and get the very things that they
ask. "

| replied that I did not know whether that was the inpression
that | produced or not, but that was certainly the inpression that |



desired to produce.

"But," he replied, "that is not right. W cannot be sure,
for we don't know God's will."

| turned himat once to Janes 1:5, read it and said to him
"Is it not God's will to give us wisdom and if you ask for w sdom do
you not know that you are going to get it?"

"Ah!" he said, "we don't know what wi sdomis."
| said, "No, if we did, we would not need to ask; but
what ever wi sdom may be, don't you know that you will get it?"

Certainly it is our privilege to know. \When we have a
specific promse in the Wird of God, if we doubt that it is God's
will, or if we doubt that God will do the thing that we ask, we make
God a liar.

Here is one of the greatest secrets of prevailing prayer: To
study the Wrd to find what God's will is as revealed there in the
prom ses, and then sinply take these prom ses and spread t hem out
before God in prayer with the absolutely unwavering expectation that
He will do what He has pronmised in Hs Wrd.

(2) But there is still another way in which we may know t he
will of God, that is, by the teaching of His Holy Spirit. There are
many things that we need from God which are not covered by any
specific prom se, but we are not left in ignorance of the will of God
even then. In Rom 8:26,27 we are told, "And in |ike manner the
Spirit also helpeth our infirmty: for we know not how to pray as we
ought; but the Spirit H nself naketh intercession for us with
groani ngs which cannot be uttered; and He that searcheth the hearts
knowet h what is the mnd of the spirit, because He maketh
i ntercession for the saints ACCORDING TO THE WLL OF GOD." (R V.)
Here we are distinctly told that the Spirit of God prays in us, draws

out our prayer, in the line of God's will. Wen we are thus |ed out
by the Holy Spirit in any direction, to pray for any given object, we
may do it in all confidence that it is God's will, and that we are to

get the very thing we ask of Hm even though there is no specific
prom se to cover the case. Oten God by His Spirit lays upon us a
heavy burden of prayer for some given individual. W cannot rest, we
pray for himw th groanings which cannot be uttered. Perhaps the man
is entirely beyond our reach, but God hears the prayer, and in many a
case it is not long before we hear of his definite conversion

The passage 1 _John 5:14,15 is one of the nost abused passages
in the Bible: "This is THE CONFI DENCE that we have in Hm that, if
we ask anything according to Hs will, He heareth us; and if we know
that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of Hm" The Holy Spirit beyond a doubt
put it into the Bible to encourage our faith. It begins with "This
is THE CONFI DENCE that we have in Hm" and closes with "WE KNOWt hat
we have the petitions that we desired of Hm" but one of the nost
frequent usages of this passage, which was so manifestly given to
beget confidence, is to introduce an el enment of uncertainty into our
prayers. Otentimes when one waxes confident in prayer, sone
cautious brother will come and say:



"Now, don't be too confident. If it is God's will He will do
it. You should put in, "If it be Thy will.""

Doubt | ess there are nmany tinmes when we do not know the will
of God, and in all prayer subm ssion to the excellent will of God
shoul d underlie it; but when we know God's will, there need be no
"ifs"; and this passage was not put into the Bible in order that we
m ght introduce "ifs" into all our prayers, but in order that we
m ght throw our "ifs" to the wind, and have " CONFI DENCE" and " KNOW
that we have the petitions which we have asked of Hm™

CHAPTER V
PRAYING IN THE SPIRI T

1. Over and over again in what has al ready been said, we have
seen our dependence upon the Holy Spirit in prayer. This cones out
very definitely in Eph. 6:18, "Praying always with all prayer and
supplication INTHE SPIRIT," and in Jude 20, "Praying IN THE HOLY
GHOST." I ndeed the whol e secret of prayer is found in these three
words, "in the Spirit." It is the prayer that God the Holy Spirit
i nspires that God the Father answers.

The di sciples did not know how to pray as they ought, so they
came to Jesus and said,"Lord teach us to pray.” W know not how to
pray as we ought, but we have another Teacher and Guide right at hand
to help us (John 14:16,17), "The Spirit hel peth our infirmty" (Rom
8:26, RV.). He teaches us howto pray. True prayer is prayer in
the Spirit; that is, the prayer the Spirit inspires and directs.

VWhen we cone into God's presence we should recognize "our infirmty,"
our ignorance of what we should pray for or how we should pray for

it, and in the consciousness of our utter inability to pray aright we
should 1 ook up to the Holy Spirit, casting ourselves utterly upon Hm
to direct our prayers, to lead out our desires and to gui de our
utterance of them

Not hi ng can be nore foolish in prayer than to rush heedl essly
into God's presence, and ask the first thing that cones into our
m nd, or that some thoughtless friend has asked us to pray for. Wen
we first cone into God's presence we should be silent before Hm W
should I ook up to Hmto send H's Holy Spirit to teach us how to
pray. W nust wait for the Holy Spirit, and surrender ourselves to
the Spirit, then we shall pray aright.

Otentimes when we conme to God in prayer, we do not feel |ike
prayi ng. What shall one do in such a case? cease praying until he
does feel like it? Not at all. Wen we feel least like praying is

the tine when we nost need to pray. W should wait quietly before
God and tell H mhow cold and prayerless our hearts are, and | ook up
to Hmand trust H mand expect Hmto send the Holy Spirit to warm
our hearts and draw themout in prayer. 1t will not be |long before
the glow of the Spirit's presence will fill our hearts, and we wll
begin to pray with freedom directness, earnestness and power. Many
of the nost bl essed seasons of prayer | have ever known have begun



with a feeling of utter deadness and prayerl essness, but in ny
hel pl essness and col dness | have cast nyself upon God, and | ooked to
Hmto send His Holy Spirit to teach me to pray, and He has done it.

VWhen we pray in the Spirit, we will pray for the right things
and in the right way. There will be joy and power in our prayer.

2. If we are to pray with power we nust pray WTH FAITH. In
Mark 11:24 Jesus says, "Therefore | say unto you, Wat things soever
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them and ye shal
have them " No matter how positive any prom se of God's Wrd may be
we will not enjoy it in actual experience unless we confidently
expect its fulfillment in answer to our prayer. "If any of you I|ack
wi sdom " says Janes, "let himask of God that giveth to all nen
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him" Now t hat
prom se is as positive as a pronise can be, but the next verse adds,
"But let himask in faith, nothing doubting: for he that doubteth is
like the surge of the sea driven by the wind and tossed. For |et not
that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord.” (R V.)
There nust then be confident unwavering expectation. But there is a
faith that goes beyond expectation, that believes that the prayer is
heard and the prom se granted. This cones out in the Revised Version
of Mark 11:24, "Therefore | say unto you, Al things whatsoever ye
pray and ask for, believe that ye HAVE recei ved them and ye shal
have them "

But how can one get this faith?

Let us say with all enphasis, it cannot be punped up. Mny a
one reads this prom se about the prayer of faith, and then asks for
things that he desires and tries to make hinself believe that God has
heard the prayer. This ends only in disappointnment, for it is not

real faith and the thing is not granted. It is at this point that
many people make a collapse of faith altogether by trying to work up
faith by an effort of their will, and as the thing they nade

t hensel ves believe they expected to get is not given, the very
foundation of faith is oftenti mes underm ned.

But how does real faith cone?

Rom 10: 17 answers the question: "So then faith coneth by
hearing, and hearing BY THE WORD OF GOD." If we are to have rea
faith, we nust study the Wrd of God and find out what is prom sed,
then sinmply believe the prom ses of God. Faith nust have a warrant.
Trying to believe something that you want to believe is not faith.
Bel i eving what God says in Hs Wrd is faith. |If | amto have faith
when | pray, | nmust find some promise in the Word of God on which to
rest ny faith. Faith furthernore cones through the Spirit. The
Spirit knows the will of God, and if | pray in the Spirit, and | ook
to the Spirit to teach me God's will, He will lead ne out in prayer
along the line of that will, and give ne faith that the prayer is to
be answered; but in no case does real faith come by sinply
determining that you are going to get the thing that you want to get.

If there is no promse in the Wrd of God, and no clear |eading of
the Spirit, there can be no real faith, and there should be no
upbrai ding of self for lack of faith in such a case. But if the



thing desired is promsed in the Wrd of God, we may wel |l upbraid
ourselves for lack of faith if we doubt; for we are making God a liar
by doubting H s Wrd.

CHAPTER VI
ALVAYS PRAYI NG AND NOT FAI NTI NG

In two parables in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus teaches with
great enphasis the | esson that nmen ought always to pray and not to
faint. The first parable is found in Luke 11:5-8, and the other in
Luke 18:1-8.

"And He said unto them Which of you shall have a friend, and
shall go unto himat mdnight, and say unto him 'Friend, |end ne
three | oaves; for a friend of mine in his journey is come to ne, and
I have nothing to set before hin?' And he fromw thin shall answer
and say: 'Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are
with ne in bed. | cannot rise and give thee.' | say unto you,
Though he will not rise and give himbecause he is his friend, yet
because of his inmportunity he will rise and give himas many as he
needet h. " (Luke 11:5-8)

"And He spake a parable unto themto this end, that nen
al ways ought to pray and not to faint, saying: There was in a city a
j udge which feared not God, neither regarded man; and there was a
widow in that city; and she came to him saying

"' Avenge ne of m ne adversary.

"And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within
hinsel f: ' Though |I fear not God, nor regard man, yet because this
wi dow troubleth me I will avenge her, lest by her continual com ng
she weary ne.'’

"And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And
shal |l not God avenge his own el ect, which cry day and night unto H m
t hough He bear long with then? | tell you that He will avenge them
speedily. Neverthel ess when the Son of man cometh, shall He find
faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:1-8)

In the former of these two parables Jesus sets forth the
necessity of inmportunity in prayer in a startling way. The word
rendered "inmportunity" neans literally "shanel essness,” as if Jesus
woul d have us understand that God woul d have us draw nigh to Hmwith
a determnation to obtain the things we seek that will not be put to
shane by any seemi ng refusal or delay on God's part. God delights in
the holy bol dness that will not take "no" for an answer. It is an
expression of great faith, and nothing pleases God nore than faith.

Jesus seened to put the Syro-Phoenician woman away al nost
wi th rudeness, but she would not be put away, and Jesus | ooked upon
her shanel ess inportunity with pleasure, and said, "O wonman, great is
thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt." (Matt. 15:28) Cod
does not always let us get things at our first effort. He would
train us and make us strong men by conpelling us to work hard for the



best things. So also He does not always give us what we ask in
answer to the first prayer; He would train us and nake us strong nen
of prayer by conpelling us to pray hard for the best things. He
makes us PRAY THROUGH

| amglad that this is so. There is no nore bl essed training
in prayer than that that conmes through being conpelled to ask again
and agai n and again even through a | ong period of years before one
obt ai ns that which he seeks from God. Many people call it subm ssion
to the will of God when God does not grant themtheir requests at the
first or second asking, and they say:

"Well, perhaps it is not God's will."

As a rule this is not subm ssion, but spiritual |aziness. W
do not call it submission to the will of God when we give up after
one or two efforts to obtain things by action; we call it lack of
strength of character. Wen the strong nman of action starts out to
acconplish a thing, if he does not acconplish it the first, or second
or one hundredth tinme, he keeps hammering away until he does
acconplish it; and the strong man of prayer when he starts to pray
for a thing keeps on praying until he prays it through, and obtains
what he seeks. W should be careful about what we ask from God, but
when we do begin to pray for a thing we should never give up praying
for it until we get it, or until God nakes it very clear and very
definite to us that it is not Hs will to give it.

Sonme woul d have us believe that it shows unbelief to pray
twice for the sane thing, that we ought to "take it" the first tine
that we ask. Doubtless there are tinmes when we are able through
faith in the Wrd or the leading of the Holy Spirit to CLAIMthe
first time that which we have asked of God; but beyond question there
are other tines when we nust pray again and again and again for the
same thing before we get our answer. Those who have gotten beyond
praying twi ce for the same thing have gotten beyond their Master
(Matt. 26:44). George Muller prayed for two nmen daily for upwards of
sixty years. One of these nen was converted shortly before his
death, | think at the |ast service that George Miller held, the other
was converted within a year after his death. One of the great needs
of the present day is nen and wonen who will not only start out to
pray for things, but pray on and on and on until they obtain that
whi ch they seek fromthe Lord.

CHAPTER VI'|
ABI DI NG I N CHRI ST

"If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." (John 15:7) The whole
secret of prayer is found in these words of our Lord. Here is prayer
t hat has unbounded power: "Ask WHAT YE WLL, and it shall be done
unto you."

There is a way then of asking and getting precisely what we
ask and getting all we ask. Christ gives two conditions of this all-
prevailing prayer:



1. The first condition is, "If ye abide in Me."
VWat is it to abide in Christ?

Sonme expl anations that have been given of this are so
nmystical or so profound that to many sinple-ninded children of CGod
they mean practically nothing at all; but what Jesus neant was really
very sinple.

He had been conparing Hinself to a vine, Hs disciples to the
branches in the vine. Sonme branches continued in the vine, that is,
remained in living union with the vine, so that the sap or life of
the vine constantly flowed into these branches. They had no
i ndependent life of their owm. Everything in themwas sinply the
outcome of the life of the vine flowing into them Their buds, their
| eaves, their blossons, their fruit, were really not theirs, but the
buds, |eaves, blossons and fruit of the vine. Qher branches were
conpletely severed fromthe vine, or else the flow of the sap or life
of the vine into themwas in some way hindered. Now for us to abide
in Christ is for us to bear the sane relation to Hmthat the first
sort of branches bear to the vine; that is to say, to abide in Christ
is to renounce any independent |ife of our own, to give up trying to
t hi nk our thoughts, or formour resolutions, or cultivate our
feelings, and sinply and constantly look to Christ to think H's
t houghts in us, to formH s purposes in us, to feel H's enotions and
affections inus. It is to renounce all life independent of Christ,
and constantly to look to Hmfor the inflowof Hs life into us, and
the outworking of His Iife through us. Wen we do this, and in so
far as we do this, our prayers will obtain that which we seek from
God.

This nmust necessarily be so, for our desires will not be our
own desires, but Christ's, and our prayers will not in reality be our
own prayers, but Christ praying in us. Such prayers will always be
in harmony with God's will, and the Father heareth Hi m al ways. When
our prayers fail it is because they are indeed our prayers. W have
concei ved the desire and franmed the petition of ourselves, instead of
| ooking to Christ to pray through us.

To say that one should be abiding in Christ in all his
prayers, looking to Christ to pray through H mrather than praying
hinself, is sinply saying in another way that one should pray "in the
Spirit." Wen we thus abide in Christ, our thoughts are not our own
t houghts, but Hi's, our joys are not our own joys, but H's, our fruit
is not our own fruit, but H's; just as the buds, |eaves, blossons and
fruit of the branch that abides in the vine are not the buds, [eaves,
bl ossons and fruit of the branch, but of the vine itself whose life
is flowng into the branch and manifests itself in these buds,
| eaves, bl ossons and fruit.

To abide in Christ, one nust of course already be in Christ
t hrough the acceptance of Christ as an atoning Savior fromthe guilt
of sin, a risen Savior fromthe power of sin, and a Lord and Master
over all his life. Being in Christ, all that we have to do to abide
(or continue) in Christ is sinmply to renounce our self-life--utterly
renounci ng every thought, every purpose, every desire, every



af fection of our own, and just | ooking day by day and hour by hour
for Jesus Christ to formH s thoughts, H s purposes, H s affections,
H's desires in us. Abiding in Christ is really a very sinple matter
though it is a wonderful life of privilege and of power.

2. But there is another condition stated in this verse,
though it is really involved in the first: "And My words abide in
you. "

If we are to obtain fromGod all that we ask fromH m
Christ's words nust abide or continue in us. W nust study H s
words, fairly devour H's words, let themsink into our thought and
into our heart, keep themin our nenory, obey them constantly in our
life, let them shape and nold our daily life and our every act.

This is really the nethod of abiding in Christ. It is
through Hi s words that Jesus inparts Hnself to us. The words He
speaks unto us, they are spirit and they are life. (John 6:33) It is
vain to expect power in prayer unless we neditate nmuch upon the words
of Christ, and let themsink deep and find a permanent abode in our
hearts. There are many who wonder why they are so powerless in
prayer, but the very sinple explanation of it all is found in their
negl ect of the words of Christ. They have not hidden H's words in
their hearts; H s words do not abide in them It is not by seasons
of nystical neditation and rapturous experiences that we learn to
abide in Christ; it is by feeding upon Hs word, Hs witten word as
found in the Bible, and looking to the Holy Spirit to inplant these
words in our hearts and to make thema living thing in our hearts.

If we thus et the words of Christ abide in us, they will stir us up
in prayer. They will be the nmold in which our prayers are shaped,
and our prayers will be necessarily along the Iine of God's will, and
will prevail with Hm Prevailing prayer is alnost an inpossibility
where there is neglect of the study of the Wrd of Cod.

Mere intellectual study of the Wrd of God is not enough;
there nust be neditation upon it. The Wrd of God nust be revol ved
over and over and over in the mind, with a constant | ooking to God by
H's Spirit to make that Wrd a living thing in the heart. The prayer
that is born of neditation upon the Wrd of God is the prayer that
soars upward nost easily to God's listening ear

Ceorge Muller, one of the mghtiest nmen of prayer of the
present generation, when the hour for prayer cane woul d begin by
readi ng and neditating upon God's Word until out of the study of the
Wrd a prayer began to formitself in his heart. Thus God Hi nself
was a real author of the prayer, and God answered the prayers which
He Hi nself had inspired.

The Word of God is the instrunent through which the Holy
Spirit works, it is the sword of the Spirit in nore senses than one;
and the one who woul d know the work of the Holy Spirit in any
direction must feed upon the Wrd. The one who would pray in the
Spirit nmust neditate much upon the Wrd, that the Holy Spirit may
have sonet hi ng through which He can work. The Holy Spirit works H s
prayers in us through the Wrd, and neglect of the Wrd makes praying
inthe Holy Spirit an inpossibility. If we would feed the fire of
our prayers with the fuel of God's Wrd, all our difficulties in



prayer woul d di sappear.

CHAPTER VI 1|
PRAYI NG W TH THANKSG VI NG

There are two words often overlooked in the | esson about
prayer which Paul gives us in Phil. 4:6,7, "In nothing be anxious;
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving |et
your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which
passet h all understandi ng, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts
in Christ Jesus.” (RV.) The two inportant words often overl ooked
are, "WTH THANKSG VI NG "

I n approaching God to ask for new bl essings, we should never
forget to return thanks for blessings already granted. |If any one of
us would stop and think how many of the prayers which we have offered
to God have been answered, and how sel dom we have gone back to God to
return thanks for the answers thus given, | amsure we would be
overwhel med with confusion. W should be just as definite in
returning thanks as we are in prayer. W cone to God with nost
specific petitions, but when we return thanks to H m our
t hanksgiving is indefinite and general

Doubt | ess one reason why so many of our prayers |lack power is
because we have neglected to return thanks for bl essings already

received. |f any one were to constantly come to us asking help from
us, and shoul d never say "Thank you" for the help thus given, we
woul d soon tire of hel ping one so ungrateful. Indeed, regard for the

one we were hel ping woul d hold us back from encouragi ng such rank
ingratitude. Doubtless our heavenly Father out of a wi se regard for
our highest welfare oftentinmes refuses to answer petitions that we
send up to Hmin order that we nmay be brought to a sense of our

i ngratitude and taught to be thankful

CGod is deeply grieved by the thankl essness and ingratitude of
whi ch so many of us are guilty. Wen Jesus healed the ten | epers and
only one cane back to give H mthanks, in wondernent and pain He
excl ai ned,

"Were not the ten cl eansed? but where are the nine?" (Luke
17:17, R V.)

How often nust He | ook down upon us in sadness at our
forgetful ness of H's repeated bl essings, and Hs frequent answer to
our prayers.

Returni ng thanks for bl essings already received increases our
faith and enables us to approach God with new bol dness and new
assurance. Doubtless the reason so many have so little faith when
they pray, is because they take so little tinme to neditate upon and
thank God for blessings already received. As one neditates upon the
answers to prayers already granted, faith waxes bol der and bol der
and we cone to feel in the very depths of our souls that there is
nothing too hard for the Lord. As we reflect upon the wondrous
goodness of God toward us on the one hand, and upon the other hand



upon the little thought and strength and tinme that we ever put into
t hanksgi vi ng, we may wel | hunbl e oursel ves before God and confess our
sin.

The m ghty nen of prayer in the Bible, and the m ghty nmen of
prayer throughout the ages of the church's history have been men who
were nmuch given to thanksgiving and praise. David was a mghty man
of prayer, and how his Psal ms abound w th thanksgiving and prai se.
The apostles were mghty nmen of prayer; of themwe read that "they
were continually in the tenple, praising and bl essing God." Paul was
a mghty man of prayer, and how often in his epistles he bursts out
in definite thanksgiving to God for definite blessings and definite
answers to prayers. Jesus is our nodel in prayer as in everything
else. We find in the study of Hs life that Hi s manner of returning
t hanks at the sinplest nmeal was so noticeable that two of H s
di sciples recognized Hmby this after H s resurrection.

Thanksgiving is one of the inevitable results of being filled
with the Holy Spirit and one who does not learn "in everything to
gi ve thanks" cannot continue to pray in the Spirit. If we would
learn to pray with power we would do well to let these two words sink
deep into our hearts: "WTH THANKSA VI NG "

CHAPTER | X
H NDRANCES TO PRAYER

We have gone very carefully into the positive conditions of
prevailing prayer; but there are sonme things which hinder prayer.
These God has nade very plain in Hs Wrd

1. The first hindrance to prayer we will find in Janes 4:3,
"Ye ask and receive not BECAUSE YE ASK AM SS, THAT YE MAY SPEND IT IN
YOUR PLEASURES. '

A selfish purpose in prayer robs prayer of power. Very many
prayers are selfish. These may be prayers for things for which it is
perfectly proper to ask, for things which it is the will of God to
give, but the notive of the prayer is entirely wong, and so the
prayer falls powerless to the ground. The true purpose in prayer is
that God may be glorified in the answer. [If we ask any petition
merely that we nmay receive something to use in our pleasures or in
our own gratification in one way or another, we "ask am ss" and need
not expect to receive what we ask. This explains why nmany prayers
remai n unanswer ed.

For exanple, many a woman is praying for the conversion of
her husband. That certainly is a nobst proper thing to ask; but many
a wonan's motive in asking for the conversion of her husband is
entirely inproper, it is selfish. She desires that her husband may
be converted because it would be so nuch nore pleasant for her to
have a husband who synpathized with her; or it is so painful to think
t hat her husband might die and be |ost forever. For sone such
selfish reason as this she desires to have her husband converted.



The prayer is purely selfish. Wy should a woman desire the
conversion of her husband? First of all and above all, that God may
be glorified; because she cannot bear the thought that God the Father
shoul d be di shonored by her husband tranpling underfoot the Son of
God.

Many pray for a revival. That certainly is a prayer that is
pl easing to God, it is along the line of His will; but many prayers
for revivals are purely selfish. The churches desire revivals in
order that the nmenbership may be increased, in order that the church
may have a position of nore power and influence in the conmunity, in
order that the church treasury may be filled, in order that a good
report may be nmade at the presbytery or conference or association
For such | ow purposes as these, churches and mnisters oftentines are
praying for a revival, and oftentimes too God does not answer the
prayer. Wy should we pray for a revival? For the glory of Cod,
because we cannot endure it that God should continue to be dishonored
by the worldliness of the church, by the sins of unbelievers, by the
proud unbelief of the day; because God's Wrd is being made void; in
order that God may be glorified by the outpouring of His Spirit on
the Church of Christ. For these reasons first of all and above all,
we should pray for a revival.

Many a prayer for the Holy Spirit is a purely selfish prayer.

It certainly is God's will to give the Holy Spirit to themthat ask
H m-He has told us so plainly in Hs Wrd (Luke 11:13), but many a
prayer for the Holy Spirit is hindered by the selfishness of the
notive that |lies back of the prayer. Men and wonen pray for the Holy
Spirit in order that they may be happy, or in order that they may be
saved fromthe wetchedness of defeat in their lives, or in order
that they may have power as Christian workers, or for some ot her
purely selfish notive. Wy should we pray for the Spirit? 1In order
that God may no | onger be dishonored by the |low | evel of our
Christian lives and by our ineffectiveness in service, in order that
God may be glorified in the new beauty that cones into our lives and
t he new power that cones into our service.

2. The second hindrance to prayer we find in Is. 59:1,2:
"Behol d, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither H s ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But YOUR I Nl QUI TI ES HAVE
SEPARATED BETWEEN YCQU AND YCOUR GOD, and YOUR SINS HAVE H D H S FACE
FROM YQU, THAT HE WLL NOT HEAR "..

Sin hinders prayer. Many a man prays and prays and prays,
and gets absolutely no answer to his prayer. Perhaps he is tenpted
to think that it is not the will of God to answer, or he may think
that the days when God answered prayer, if He ever did, are over. So
the Israelites seemto have thought. They thought that the Lord's
hand was shortened, that it could not save, and that H's ear had
beconme heavy that it could no | onger hear

"Not so," said Isaiah, "God's ear is just as open to hear as
ever, His hand just as mghty to save; but there is a hindrance.
That hindrance is your own sins. Your iniquities have separated
bet ween you and your God, and your sins have hid H's face fromyou
that He will not hear."



It is so to-day. Many and many a man is crying to God in
vain, sinply because of sinin his life. 1t may be some sin in the
past that has been unconfessed and unjudged, it may be sone sin in
the present that is cherished, very likely is not even | ooked upon as
sin, but there the sin is, hidden away somewhere in the heart or in
the life, and God "will not hear."

Any one who finds his prayers ineffective should not concl ude
that the thing which he asks of God is not according to H's will, but
shoul d go alone with God with the Psalm st's prayer, "Search ne, O
God, and know ny heart: try nme, and know ny thoughts: and see if
there be any wicked way in ne" (Ps. 139:23,24), and wait before H m
until He puts His finger upon the thing that is displeasing in H's
sight. Then this sin should be confessed and put away.

| well remenber a time inny life when | was praying for two
definite things that it seened that | nust have, or God woul d be
di shonored; but the answer did not cone. | awoke in the m ddle of
the night in great physical suffering and great distress of soul. |
cried to God for these things, reasoned with Hhmas to how necessary
it was that | get them and get them at once; but no answer cane. |
asked God to show nme if there was anything wong in nmy own life.
Sonet hing cane to my mind that had often cone to it before, sonething

definite but which I was unwilling to confess as sin. | said to Cod,
"If thisis wong | will give it up"; but still no answer cane. In
nmy i nnernost heart, though | had never admtted it, | knew it was

wWr ong.

At last | said:

"This is wong. | have sinned. | wll give it up."
I found peace. In a few noments | was sleeping like a child.
In the nmorning | woke well in body, and the noney that was so nmuch

needed for the honor of God's name came.

Sinis an awful thing, and one of the nost awful things about
it is the way it hinders prayer, the way it severs the connection
bet ween us and the source of all grace and power and bl essing. Any
one who woul d have power in prayer nust be nerciless in dealing with

his own sins. "If | regard iniquity in nmy heart, the Lord will not
hear ne."(Ps. 66:18) So long as we hold on to sin or have any
controversy with God, we cannot expect Hmto heed our prayers. |If

there is anything that is constantly coming up in your nonents of
cl ose communion with God, that is the thing that hinders prayer: put
it away.

3. The third hindrance to prayer is found in Ez. 14:3, "Son
of man, these nen have taken their idols into their heart, and put
the stunmbling block of their iniquity before their face: should I be
inquired of at all by then?"(R V.) |DOLS IN THE HEART CAUSE GCD TO
REFUSE TO LI STEN TO OUR PRAYERS.

VWhat is an idol? An idol is anything that takes the place of
God, anything that is the supreme object of our affection. God al one
has the right to the suprene place in our hearts. Everything and



everyone el se nust be subordinate to Hm

Many a man makes an idol of his wife. Not that a man can
love his wife any too nmuch, but he can put her in the wong place,
he can put her before God; and when a man regards his wife's pleasure
bef ore God's pl easure, when he gives her the first place and God the
second place, his wife is an idol, and God cannot hear his prayers.

Many a worman makes an idol of her children. Not that we can
| ove our children too much. The nore dearly we |love Christ, the nore
dearly we | ove our children; but we can put our children in the w ong
pl ace, we can put them before God, and their interests before God's
interests. Wen we do this our children are our idols.

Many a man makes an idol of his reputation or his business.
Reput ati on or business is put before God. God cannot hear the
prayers of such a man

One great question for us to decide, if we would have power
in prayer is, |Is God absolutely first? |Is He before wife, before
children, before reputation, before business, before our own |ives?
If not, prevailing prayer is inpossible.

God often calls our attention to the fact that we have an
i dol, by not answering our prayers, and thus |leading us to inquire as
to why our prayers are not answered, and so we discover the idol, put
it away, and God hears our prayers.

4. The fourth hindrance to prayer is found in Prov. 21:13,
"WHOSO STOPPETH HI' S EARS AT THE CRY OF THE POOR, HE ALSO SHALL CRY
H MSELF, BUT SHALL NOT BE HEARD. "

There is perhaps no greater hindrance to prayer than
stinginess, the lack of liberality toward the poor and toward God's
work. It is the one who gives generously to others who receives
generously fromGod. "Gve, and it shall be given unto you; good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, shall they give
into your bosom For with what neasure ye nmete it shall be neasured
to you again." (Luke 6:38, RV.) The generous man is the m ghty man
of prayer. The stingy man is the powerl ess man of prayer.

One of the nost wonderful statements about prevailing prayer
(already referred to) 1_John 3:22, "\Watsoever we ask we receive of
H m because we keep H s commandnents, and do those things that are
pleasing in His sight,” is nmade in direct connection with generosity
toward the needy. In the context we are told that it is when we
love, not in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth, when we
open our hearts toward the brother in need, it is then and only then
we have confidence toward God in prayer.

Many a man and worman who is seeking to find the secret of
their powerl essness in prayer need not seek far; it is nothing nore
nor | ess than downright stinginess. George Miuller, to whomreference
has al ready been made, was a mghty nan of prayer because he was a
m ghty giver. \What he received from God never stuck to his fingers;
he i medi ately passed it on to others. He was constantly receiving
because he was constantly giving. When one thinks of the selfishness



of the professing church to-day, how the orthodox churches of this

| and do not average $1.00 per year per nenber for foreign m ssions,

it is no wonder that the church has so little power in prayer. If we
woul d get from God, we nmust give to others. Perhaps the nost
wonderful promise in the Bible in regard to God's supplying our need
is Phil. 4:19, "And ny God shall fulfill every need of yours
according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” (RV.) This

gl orious pronm se was nmade to the Philippian church, and nade in

i medi ate connection with their generosity.

5. The fifth hindrance to prayer is found in Mark 11:25, "And
when ye stand praying, FORA VE, if ye have ought agai nst any; that
your Father also which is in heaven may forgi ve you your trespasses.”

An unforgiving spirit is one of the comonest hindrances to
prayer. Prayer is answered on the basis that our sins are forgiven;
and God cannot deal with us on the basis of forgiveness while we are
harboring ill-will against those who have wonged us. Any one who is
nursi ng a grudge agai nst another has fast closed the ear of God
against his own petition. How many there are crying to God for the
conversion of husband, children, friends, and wondering why it is
that their prayer is not answered, when the whole secret is sone
grudge that they have in their hearts agai nst sonme one who has
injured them or who they fancy has injured them Many and nmany a
nmot her and father are allowing their children to go down to eternity
unsaved, for the mserable gratification of hating sonebody.

6. The sixth hindrance to prayer is found in 1_Peter 3:7, "Ye
husbands, in Iike manner, dwell with your w ves according to
know edge, giving honor unto the woman, as unto the weaker vessel as
being also joint-heirs of the grace of life; to the end that your
prayers be not hindered.” (RV.) Here we are plainly told that A
WRONG RELATI ON BETWEEN HUSBAND AND W FE | S A HI NDRANCE TO PRAYER

In many and nmany a case the prayers of husbands are hindered
because of their failure of duty toward their wives. On the other
hand, it is also doubtless true that the prayers of w ves are
hi ndered because of their failure in duty toward their husbands. If
husbands and w ves should seek diligently to find the cause of their
unanswered prayers, they would often find it in their relations to
one anot her.

Many a man who nakes great pretentions to piety, and is very
active in Christian work, shows but little consideration in his
treatnent of his wife, and is oftentines unkind, if not brutal; then
he wonders why it is that his prayers are not answered. The verse
that we have just quoted explains the seem ng nmystery. On the other
hand, many a wonan who is very devoted to the church, and very
faithful in attendance upon all services, treats her husband with the
nost unpardonabl e neglect, is cross and peevish toward him wounds
hi m by the sharpness of her speech, and by her ungovernabl e tenper;
then wonders why it is that she has no power in prayer.

There are other things in the relations of husbands and w ves
whi ch cannot be spoken of publicly, but which doubtless are
oftenti mes a hindrance in approaching God in prayer. There is much
of sin covered up under the holy nane of marriage that is a cause of



spiritual deadness, and of powerlessness in prayer. Any man or wonan
whose prayers seemto bring no answer should spread their whole
married life out before God, and ask Hmto put H s finger upon
anything in it that is displeasing in H's sight.

7. The seventh hindrance to prayer is found in Janes 1:5-7,
"But if any of you |l acketh wisdom |et himask of God, who giveth to
all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him But |et
hi mask I N FAI TH, NOTH NG DOUBTING for he that doubteth is like the
surge of the sea driven by the wind and tossed. For let not that nman
think that he shall receive anything of the Lord." (R V.)

Prayers are hindered by unbelief. God denands that we shal
believe Hs Wrd absolutely. To question it is to make Hma liar
Many of us do that when we plead H s promises, and is it any wonder
that our prayers are not answered? How nany prayers are hindered by
our wretched unbelief! W go to God and ask Him for sonething that
is positively promised in Hs Wrd, and then we do not nore than half
expect to get it. "Let not that man think that he shall receive
anyt hing of the Lord."

CHAPTER X
WHEN TO PRAY

If we would know the ful ness of blessing that there is in the
prayer life, it is inportant not only that we pray in the right way,
but also that we pray at the right time. Christ's own exanple is
full of suggestiveness as to the right tinme for prayer.

1. In the 1st chapter of Mark, the 35th verse, we read, "And
IN THE MORNING rising up A GREAT WH LE BEFORE DAY, He went out, and
departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.™

JESUS CHOSE THE EARLY MORNI NG HOUR FOR PRAYER.  Many of the
m ghtiest nen of God have followed the Lord's exanple in this. In
the nmorning hour the mind is fresh and at its very best. It is free
fromdistraction, and that absolute concentrati on upon God which is
essential to the nost effective prayer is nost easily possible in the
early norning hours. Furthernore, when the early hours are spent in
prayer, the whole day is sanctified, and power is obtained for
overcomng its tenptations, and for performing its duties. Mdre can
be acconplished in prayer in the first hours of the day than at any
other time during the day. Every child of God who woul d make the
nmost out of his life for Christ, should set apart the first part of
the day to neeting God in the study of H's Word and in prayer. The
first thing we do each day should be to go alone with God and face
the duties, the tenptations, and the service of that day, and get
strength fromGod for all. W should get victory before the hour of
trial, tenptation or service comes. The secret place of prayer is
the place to fight our battles and gain our victories.

2. In the 6th chapter of Luke in the 12th verse, we get
further light upon the right tinme to pray. W read, "And it cane to
pass in those days, that He went out into a nountain to pray, and
continued ALL NIGHT in prayer to God."



Here we see Jesus praying in the night, spending the entire
night in prayer. O course we have no reason to suppose that this
was the constant practice of our Lord, nor do we even know how comon
this practice was, but there were certainly times when the whole
ni ght was given up to prayer. Here too we do well to followin the
footsteps of the Master.

O course there is a way of setting apart nights for prayer
in which there is no profit; it is pure legalism But the abuse of
this practice is no reason for neglecting it altogether. One ought
not to say, "I amgoing to spend a whole night in prayer,” with the
t hought that there is any nmerit that will win God's favor in such an
exercise; that is legalism But we oftentines do well to say, "I am
going to set apart this night for neeting God, and obtaining H's
bl essing and power; and if necessary, and if He so leads ne, | wll
give the whole night to prayer.” Otentines we will have prayed
thi ngs through | ong before the night has passed, and we can retire
and find nore refreshing and invigorating sleep than if we had not
spent the time in prayer. At other times God doubtless will keep us
in conmunion with H nself away into the norning, and when He does
this in Hs infinite grace, blessed indeed are these hours of night
prayer!

Ni ghts of prayer to God are foll owed by days of power with
men. In the night hours the world is hushed in slunber, and we can
easily be alone with God and have undi sturbed communion with Hm If
we set apart the whole night for prayer, there will be no hurry,
there will be tine for our own hearts to becone quiet before God,
there will be tine for the whole mnd to be brought under the
gui dance of the Holy Spirit, there will be plenty of time to pray
thi ngs through. A night of prayer should be put entirely under God's
control. W should lay down no rules as to howlong we will pray, or
as to what we shall pray about, but be ready to wait upon God for a
short time or along tine as He nmay lead, and to be led out in one
direction or another as He may see fit.

3. Jesus Christ prayed BEFORE ALL THE GREAT CRISES IN HI S
EARTHLY LI FE

He prayed before choosing the twelve disciples; before the
sernon on the nount; before starting out on an evangelistic tour
before H's anointing with the Holy Spirit and Hi s entrance upon Hi s
public mnistry; before announcing to the twelve H s approaching
deat h; before the great consummation of His life at the cross. (Luke
6:12,13; Luke 9:18, 21, 22; Luke 3:21,22; WMark 1:35-38; Luke 22:39
-46.) He prepared for every inportant crisis by a protracted season
of prayer. So ought we to do al so. \Whenever any crisis of life is
seen to be approaching, we should prepare for it by a season of very
definite prayer to God. W should take plenty of time for this
prayer.

4. Christ prayed not only before the great events and
victories of Hs life, but He al so prayed AFTER | TS GREAT
ACHI EVEMENTS AND | MPORTANT CRI SES.

When He had fed the five thousand with the five | oaves and



two fishes, and the multitude desired to take H m and make H m ki ng,
havi ng sent them away He went up into the mountain apart to pray, and
spent hours there alone in prayer to God (Matt. 14:23; Jn. 6:15).

So He went on fromvictory to victory.

It is nmore conmon for nost of us to pray before the great
events of life than it is to pray after them but the latter is as
i nportant as the forner. |If we would pray after the great
achi evenents of life, we mght go on to still greater; as it is we
are often either puffed up or exhausted by the things that we do in
t he nane of the Lord, and so we advance no further. Many and many a
man in answer to prayer has been endued with power and thus has
wrought great things in the name of the Lord, and when these great
t hi ngs were acconplished, instead of going alone with God and
hunbl i ng hinself before HHm and giving Hmall the glory for what
was achi eved, he has congratul ated hi nsel f upon what has been
acconpl i shed, has becone puffed up, and God has been obliged to I ay
hi m aside. The great things done were not followed by humliation of
self, and prayer to God, and so pride has conme in and the m ghty man
has been shorn of his power.

5. Jesus Christ gave a special tine to prayer WHEN LI FE WAS
UNUSUALLY BUSY. He would withdraw at such a tine fromthe nultitudes
that thronged about Hm and go into the w |l derness and pray. For
exanple, we read in Luke 5:15,16, "But so nmuch the nore went abroad
the report concerning Hm and great nultitudes cane together to
hear, and to be healed of their infirmties. But He w thdrew H nself
in the deserts and prayed." (R V.)

Some men are so busy that they find no time for prayer.
Apparently the busier Christ's life was, the nore He prayed.
Sonetinmes He had no tine to eat (Mark 3:20), sonetines He had no tine
for needed rest and sleep (Mark 6:31, 33,46), but He always took tine
to pray; and the nore the work crowded the nore He prayed.

Many a m ghty man of God has | earned this secret from Chri st
and when the work has crowded nore than usual they have set an
unusual armount of tine apart for prayer. Oher nmen of God, once
m ghty, have lost their power because they did not learn this secret,
and all owed increasing work to crowd out prayer.

Years ago it was the witer's privilege, with other
t heol ogi cal students, to ask questions of one of the nost usefu
Christian men of the day. The witer was |led to ask,

"WIIl you tell us sonething of your prayer |ife?"

The man was silent a nmonment, and then, turning his eyes
earnestly upon nme, replied:

"Well, | nust admit that | have been so crowded with work of
late that | have not given the tine | should to prayer.™

Is it any wonder that that man | ost power, and the great work
that he was doing was curtailed in a very marked degree? Let us
never forget that the nore the work presses on us, the nore tine nust
we spend in prayer.



6. Jesus Christ prayed BEFORE THE GREAT TEMPTATIONS OF H' S
LI FE.

As He drew nearer and nearer to the cross, and realized that
upon it was to conme the great final test of Hs life, Jesus went out
into the garden to pray. He cane "unto a place call ed Get hsemane,
and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here while | go and pray
yonder." (Matt. 26:36) The victory of Calvary was won that night in
t he garden of Gethsemane. The calmnmajesty of His bearing in neeting
the awful onslaughts of Pilate's Judgnent Hall and of Calvary, was
t he outcone of the struggle, agony and victory of Gethsemane. While
Jesus prayed the disciples slept, so He stood fast while they fel
i gnomi ni ously.

Many tenptations come upon us unawares and unannounced, and
all that we can do is to lift a cry to God for help then and there;
but many of the tenptations of |ife we can see approaching fromthe
di stance, and in such cases the victory should be won before the
tenptation really reaches us.

7. In 1 _Thess. 5:17 we read, "Pray WTHOUT CEASING " and in
Eph. 6:18, R V., "praying AT ALL SEASONS. "

Qur whole life should be a life of prayer. W should walk in
constant comunion with God. There should be a constant upward
| ooking of the soul to God. W should walk so habitually in H's
presence that even when we awake in the night it would be the nost
natural thing in the world for us to speak to H min thanksgiving or
in petition.

Chapter Xl

If we are to pray aright in such a tinme as this, much of our
prayer should be for a general revival. |If there was ever a tinme in
whi ch there was need to cry unto God in the words of the Psal m st,
"WIt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people nmay rejoice in Thee?"
(Ps. 85:6) it is this day in which we live. It is surely tine for
the Lord to work, for nen have nmade void H's law (Ps. 199:126). The
voice of the Lord given in the witten Wird is set at naught both by
the world and the church. Such a tinme is not a tine for
di scour agenent --the man who believes in God and believes in the Bible
can never be discouraged; but it is a tinme for Jehovah H nself to
step in and word. The intelligent Christian, the w de-awake watchman
on the walls of Zion, may well cry with the Psalm st of old, "It is
time for Jehovah to work, for they have nade void Thy law " (Ps.

119: 126, Am R V.)

The great need of the day is a general revival.

Let us consider first of all what a general revival is.

Arevival is a time of quickening or inpartation of life. As
CGod alone can give life, arevival is a time when God visits H's

peopl e and by the power of His Spirit inparts newlife to them and
through theminparts life to sinners dead in trespasses and sins. W



have religious excitenments gotten up by the cunni ng nethods and
hypnotic influence of the nere professional evangelist; but these are
not revivals and are not needed. They are the devil's imtations of
arevival. NEWLIFE FROM GOD--that is a revival. A general revival
is atine when this newlife fromGCod is not confined to scattered
localities, but is general throughout Christendom and the earth.

The reason why a general revival is needed is that spiritua

dearth and desol ation and death is general. It is not confined to
any one country, though it may be nore manifest in sone countries
than in others. It is found in foreign mssion fields as well as in

hone fields. W have had local revivals. The life-giving Spirit of
God has breathed upon this mnister and that, this church and that,
this community and that; but we need, we sorely need, a revival that
shal | be wi despread and gener al

Let us look for a few noments at the results of a revival.
These results are apparent in mnisters, in the church and in the
unsaved.

1. The results of a revival in a mnister are:

(1) The mnister has a new |love for souls. W ninisters as a
rul e have no such love for souls as we ought to have, no such | ove
for souls as Jesus had, no such love for souls as Paul had. But when
CGod visits His people the hearts of mnisters are greatly burdened
for the unsaved. They go out in great longing for the salvation of
their fellow men. They forget their anmbition to preach great sernons
and for fame, and sinply long to see nmen brought to Christ.

(2) When true revivals conme mnisters get a new |l ove for
CGod's Wrd and a new faith in God's Wrd. They fling to the w nds
their doubts and criticisnms of the Bible and of the creeds, and go to
preaching the Bible and especially Christ crucified. Revivals make
m ni sters who are loose in their doctrines orthodox. A genuine wi de-
sweepi ng revival would do nmore to turn things upside down and thus
get themright side up than all the heresy trials ever instituted.

(3) Revivals bring to ministers new liberty and power in
preaching. It is no week-long grind to prepare a sernon, and no
nerve-consumng effort to preach it after it has been prepared.
Preaching is a joy and a refreshnment, and there is power in it in
ti mes of revival.

2. The results of a revival on Christians generally are as
marked as its results upon the nministry.

(1) In times of revival Christians come out fromthe world
and |ive separated lives. Christians who have been dallying with the
wor | d, who have been playi ng cards and danci ng and going to the
theater and indulging in simlar follies, give themup. These things
are found to be inconpatible with increasing life and Iight.

(2) Intimes of revival Christians get a new spirit of
prayer. Prayer-meetings are no |longer a duty, but become the
necessity of a hungry, inportunate heart. Private prayer is followed
with new zest. The voice of earnest prayer to God is heard day and



night. People no |onger ask, "Does God answer prayer?" They know He
does, and besiege the throne of grace day and ni ght.

(3) Intimes of revival Christians go to work for |ost souls.
They do not go to neeting sinply to enjoy thensel ves and get
bl essed. They go to neeting to watch for souls and to bring themto
Christ. They talk to nen on the street and in the stores and in
their homes. The cross of Christ, salvation, heaven and hell becone
t he subjects of constant conversation. Politics and the weather and
new bonnets and the | atest novels are forgotten

(4) In times of revival Christians have new joy in Christ.
Life is joy, and newlife is newjoy. Revival days are glad days,
days of heaven on earth.

(5) Intimes of revival Christians get a new | ove for the
Wrd of God. They want to study it day and night. Revivals are bad
for saloons and theaters, but they are good for bookstores and Bible
agenci es.

3. But revivals also have a deci ded influence on the unsaved
wor | d.

(1) First of all, they bring deep conviction of sin. Jesus
said that when the Spirit was cone He woul d convince the world of sin
(Jn. 16:7,8). Now we have seen that a revival is a com ng of the
Holy Spirit, and therefore there nust be a new conviction of sin, and
there always is. |If you see sonething nmen call a revival, and there
is no conviction of sin, you may know at once that it is bogus. It
is a sure mark

(2) Revivals bring al so conversion and regeneration. When
CGod refreshes Hi s people, He always converts sinners also. The first
result of Pentecost was new |life and power to the one hundred and
twenty disciples in the upper room the second result was three

t housand conversions in a single day. It is always so. | am
constantly reading of revivals here and there, where Christians were
greatly hel ped but there were no conversions. | have ny doubts about
that kind. |If Christians are truly refreshed, they will get after

t he unsaved by prayer and testinony and persuasion, and there will be
conver si ons.
*

VWHY A GENERAL REVI VAL | S NEEDED

W see what a general revival is, and what it does; let us
now face the question why it is needed at the present tine.

I think that the nmere description of what it is and what it
does shows that it is needed, sorely needed, but let us |look at sone
specific conditions that exist to-day that show the need of it. In
showi ng these conditions one is likely to be called a pessimst. |If
facing the facts is to be called a pessimst, | amwlling to be
called a pessimst. |If in order to be an optim st one nmust shut his
eyes and call black white, and error truth, and sin righteousness,
and death life, I don't want to be called an optimst. But | aman
optimst all the same. Pointing out the real condition will lead to
a better condition.



1. Look first at the mnistry.

(1) Many of us who are professedly orthodox mnisters are
practically infidels. That is plain speech, but it is also
i ndi sputable fact. There is no essential difference between the
teachi ngs of Tom Pai ne and Bob I ngersoll and the teachings of some of
our theol ogical professors. The latter are not so blunt and honest
about it; they phrase it in nore elegant and studi ed sentences; but
it means the sane. Mich of the so-called new | earning and higher
criticismis sinply Tom Paine infidelity sugar-coated. Prof. Howard
Gsgood, who is a real scholar and not a nmere echo of German
infidelity, once read a statement of sonme positions, and asked if
they did not fairly represent the scholarly criticismof to-day, and
when it was agreed that they did, he startled his audi ence by saying:

"I amreading from Tom Pai ne's ~Age of Reason
There is little newin the higher criticism Qur future

m ni sters oftentimes are bei ng educated under infidel professors, and

bei ng i mmature boys when they enter the college or sem nary, they

naturally cone out infidels in many cases, and then go forth to

poi son the church.

(2) Even when our nministers are orthodox--as thank God so
very many arel--they are oftentimes not men of prayer. How nmany
nmodern m nisters know what it is to westle in prayer, to spend a
good share of a night in prayer? | do not know how many, but | do
know t hat many do not.

(3) Many of us who are ministers have no | ove for souls. How
many preach because they MJIST preach, because they feel that nen
every where are perishing, and by preaching they hope to save sone?
And how many follow up their preaching as Paul did, by beseeching nen
everywhere to be reconciled to God?

Per haps enough has been said about us ministers; but it is
evident that a revival is needed for our sake or sone of us wll have
to stand before God overwhel med with confusion in an awful day of
reckoning that is surely com ng

2. Look now at the church

(1) Look at the doctrinal state of the church. It is bad
enough. Many do not believe in the whole Bible. The book of Genesis
is a nyth, Jonah is an allegory, and even the mracles of the Son of
God are questioned. The doctrine of prayer is old-fashioned, and the
work of the Holy Spirit is sneered at. Conversion is unnecessary,
and hell is no longer believed in. Then ook at the fads and errors
t hat have sprung up out of this loss of faith, Christian Science,
Unitarianism Spiritualism Universalism Babism Metaphysica
Healing, etc., etc., a perfect pandenoni um of doctrines of devils.

(2) Look at the spiritual state of the church. Worldliness
i s ranpant anong church menbers. Many church nenbers are just as
eager as any in the rush to get rich. They use the methods of the
world in the accurmul ati on of wealth, and they hold just as fast to it



as any when they have gotten it.

Prayer| essness abounds among church nenbers on every hand.
Sonme one has said that Christians on the average do not spend nore
than five mnutes a day in prayer.

Negl ect of the Wbrd of God goes hand in hand with negl ect of
prayer to God. Very many Christians spend twi ce as nuch tine every
day wal | owi ng through the nore of the daily papers as they do bat hi ng
in the cleansing laver of God's Holy Wrd. How many Christians
average an hour a day spent in Bible study?

Along with neglect of prayer and neglect of the Wrd of CGod
goes a lack of generosity. The churches are rapidly increasing in
weal th, but the treasuries of the mi ssionary societies are enpty.
Christians do not average a dollar a year for foreign missions. It

is sinply appalling.

Then there is the increasing disregard for the Lord' s Day.
It is fast becoming a day of worldly pleasure, instead of a day of
holy service. The Sunday newspaper with its inane twaddle and filthy
scandal takes the place of the Bible; and visiting and golf and
bi cycl e, the place of the Sunday-school and church service.

Christians mingle with the world in all forns of questionable
anusenments. The young man and young woman who does not believe in
dancing with its rank i nmodesties, the card table with its drift
toward ganbling, and the theater with its ever-increasing appeal to
| ewdness, is counted an old fogy.

Then how smal |l a proportion of our nmenbership has really
entered into fellowship with Jesus Christ in H's burden for souls!
Enough has been said of the spiritual state of the church

3. Now look at the state of the world.

(1) Note how few conversions there are. The Mt hodi st
church, which has |led the way in aggressive work has actually | ost
nore nenbers than it has gained the |last year. Here and there a
church has a | arge nunber of accessions upon confession of faith, but
t hese churches are rare exceptions; and where there are such
accessions, in how few cases are the conversions deep, thorough and
sati sfactory.

(2) There is lack of conviction of sin. Seldomare nen
overwhel med with a sense of their awful guilt in tranmpling under foot
the Son of God. Sin is regarded as a "misfortune” or as "infirmty,"
or even as "good in the making"; seldom as enornous w ong agai nst a
hol y Cod.

(3) Unbelief is ranpant. Many regard it as a mark of
intell ectual superiority to reject the Bible, and even faith in God
and imortality. It is about the only mark of intellectua
superiority many possess, and perhaps that is the reason they cling
to it so tenaciously.

(4) Hand in hand with this wi despread infidelity goes gross



imorality, as has al ways been the case. Infidelity and imorality
are Sianese twins. They always exist and al ways grow and al ways
fatten together. This prevailing inmmorality is found everywhere.

Look at the legalized adultery that we call divorce. Men
marry one wife after another, and are still admtted into good
soci ety; and wonmen do |ikew se. There are thousands of supposedly
respectable nen in Anerica living with other nmen's wives, and
t housands of supposedly respectable wonmen living with other wonen's
husbands.

This inmmorality is found in the theater. The theater at its
best is bad enough, but now "Sapphos,” and the "Degenerates," and al
t he unspeakabl e vile accessories of the stage rule the day, and the
worren who debauch thensel ves by appearing in such plays are defended
in the newspapers and wel comed by supposedly respectabl e peopl e.

Much of our literature is rotten, but decent people will read
books as bad as "Tril by" because it is the rage. Art is oftentines a
mere covering for shanmel ess indecency. Wnen are induced to cast
nodesty to the winds that the artist may perfect his art and defile
hi s norals.

G eed for nmoney has beconme a mania with rich and poor. The
multi-mllionaire will often sell his soul and tranmple the rights of
his fellow men under foot in the nad hope of becoming a billionaire,
and the laboring man will often commt mnurder to increase the power of
t he union and keep up wages. Wars are waged and nmen shot down |ike
dogs to inprove commerce, and to gain political prestige for
unprinci pled politicians who parade as statesmnen.

The licentiousness of the day lifts its serpent head
everywhere. You see it in the newspapers, you see it on the bill-
boards, you see it on the advertisenents of cigars, shoes, bicycles,
pat ent nedici nes, corsets and everything else. You see it on the
streets at night. You see it just outside the church door. You find
it not only in the awful cesspools set apart for it in the great
cities, but it is crowding further and further up our business
streets and into the residence portions of our cities. Al as! now and
then you find it, if you | ook sharp, in supposedly respectabl e hones;
indeed it will be borne to your ears by the confessions of broken-
hearted men and wonen. The noral condition of the world in our day
i s disgusting, sickening, appalling.

W need a revival, deep, w despread, general, in the power of
the Holy Ghost. It is either a general revival or the dissolution of
the church, of the hone, of the state. A revival, newlife from Cod,
is the cure, and the only cure. That will stemthe awful tide of
imorality and unbelief. Mere argument will not do it; but a sign
from heaven, a new outpouring of the Spirit of God, It was not
di scussion but the breath of God that rel egated Tom Pai ne, Voltaire,
Vol ney and other of the old infidels to the |linbo of forgetful ness;
and we need a new breath from God to send the Wl | hausens and the
Kuenens and the Grafs and the parrots they have trained to occupy
chairs and pulpits in England and Anerica to keep them conpany. |
bel i eve that breath from God is coning



The great need of to-day is a general revival. The need is

clear. It admits of no honest difference of opinion. Wat then
shall we do? Pray. Take up the Psalm st's prayer, "Revive us again,
that Thy people may rejoice in Thee." Take up Ezekiel's prayer,
"Come fromthe four winds, O breath (breath of God), and breathe
upon these slain that they may live." Hark, | hear a noise! Behold
a shaking! | can alnost feel the breeze upon ny cheek. | can al npost
see the great living arnmy rising to their feet. Shall we not pray
and pray and pray and pray, till the Spirit cones, and God revives

H s peopl e?

CHAPTER XI |
THE PLACE OF PRAYER BEFCRE AND DURI NG REVI VALS

No treatment of the subject Howto Pray would be at all
complete if it did not consider the place of prayer in revivals.

The first great revival of Christian history had its origin
on the human side in a ten-days' prayer-neeting. W read of that
handf ul of disciples, "These all with one accord conti nued
steadfastly in prayer."” (Acts 1:14, R V.) The result of that prayer-
meeting we read of in the 2nd chapter of the Acts of the Apostles,
"They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
ot her tongues, as the Spirit gave themutterance.” (v.4) Further on
in the chapter we read that "there were added unto themin that day
about three thousand souls.” (v.41,RV.) This revival proved genuine
and permanent. The converts "continued steadfastly in the apostles
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers.”
(v.42,RV.) "And the Lord added to them day by day those that were
bei ng saved.” (v.47,R V.)

Every true revival fromthat day to this has had its earthly
origin in prayer. The great revival under Jonathan Edwards in the
18th century began with his famous call to prayer. The marvel ous
wor k of grace anong the Indians under Brainerd had its origin in the
days and nights that Brainerd spent before God in prayer for an
enduenment of power fromon high for this work.

A nost remar kabl e and wi despread display of God's reviving
power was that which broke out at Rochester, New York, in 1830, under
the I abors of Charles G Finney. It not only spread throughout the
State but ultimately to Geat Britain as well. M. Finney hinself
attributed the power of this work to the spirit of prayer that
prevailed. He describes it in his autobiography in the follow ng
wor ds:

"When | was on ny way to Rochester, as we passed through a
village, sone thirty mles east of Rochester, a brother mnister whom
I knew, seeing me on the canal -boat, junped aboard to have a little
conversation with me, intending to ride but alittle way and return
He, however, becane interested in conversation, and upon finding
where | was going, he made up his mnd to keep on and go with ne to
Rochester. W had been there but a few days when this mnister
becanme so convinced that he could not help weeping aloud at one tine
as we passed along the street. The Lord gave hima powerful spirit
of prayer, and his heart was broken. As he and | prayed together,



was struck with his faith in regard to what the Lord was going to do
there. | recollect he would say, "Lord, | do not know how it is; but
| seemto know that Thou art going to do a great work in this city.
The spirit of prayer was poured out powerfully, so much so that sone
persons stayed away fromthe public services to pray, being unable to
restrain their feelings under preaching.

"And here | nust introduce the name of a man, whom | shal
have occasion to nmention frequently, M. Abel dary. He was the son
of a very excellent man, and an el der of the church where | was
converted. He was converted in the sane revival in which I was. He
had been licensed to preach; but his spirit of prayer was such, he
was so burdened with the souls of nen, that he was not able to preach
much, his whole tinme and strength being given to prayer. The burden
of his soul would frequently be so great that he was unable to stand,
and he would withe and groan in agony. | was well acquainted with
him and knew sonet hi ng of the wonderful spirit of prayer that was
upon him He was a very silent man, as alnost all are who have that
powerful spirit of prayer.

"The first I knew of his being in Rochester, a gentl eman who
lived about a mle west of the city, called on nme one day and asked
me if | knewa M. Abel Clary, a mnister. | told himthat | knew
himwell. "Well,' he said, '"he is at ny house, and has been there
for sone tinme, and | don't know what to think of him"' | said, 'l
have not seen himat any of our neetings." 'No,' he replied, 'he
cannot go to neeting, he says. He prays nearly all the tinme, day and
night, and in such agony of mnd that | do not know what to make of

it. Sonetines he cannot even stand on his knees, but will lie
prostrate on the floor, and groan and pray in a manner that quite
astonishes nme.' | said to the brother, 'I understand it: please keep
still. It will all come out right; he will surely prevail.’

"I knew at the tinme a considerable nunber of nmen who were
exercised in the same way. A Deacon P---, of Canden, Oneida county;
a Deacon T---, of Rodman, Jefferson county; a Deacon B---, of Adans,
in the same county; this M. Cary and nmany others anong the nen, and
a | arge nunber of wonen partook of the sanme spirit, and spent a great
part of their time in prayer. Father Nash, as we called him who in
several of ny fields of |abor cane to me and ai ded nme, was anot her of
those nen that had such a powerful spirit of prevailing prayer. This
M. Cdary continued in Rochester as long as | did, and did not |eave
it until after |I had left. He never, that | could learn, appeared in
public, but gave hinself wholly to prayer.

"I think it was the second Sabbath that | was at Auburn at
this time, | observed in the congregation the solem face of M.
Cary. He looked as if he was borne down with an agony of prayer.
Bei ng well acquainted with him and knowi ng the great gift of God

that was upon him the spirit of prayer, | was very glad to see him
there. He sat in the pewwth his brother, the doctor, who was al so
a professor of religion, but who had nothing by experience, | should

think, of his brother Abel's great power wth Cod.

"At interm ssion, as soon as | cane down fromthe pulpit, M.
Cary, with his brother, net me at the pulpit stairs, and the doctor
invited me to go honme with himand spend the interm ssion and get



some refreshnents. | did so

"After arriving at his house we were soon summoned to the
di nner table. W gathered about the table, and Dr. Clary turned to
his brother and said, 'Brother Abel, will you ask the bl essing?
Br ot her Abel bowed his head and began, audibly, to ask a bl essing.
He had uttered but a sentence or two when he broke instantly down,
nmoved suddenly back fromthe table, and fled to his chanber. The
doct or supposed he had been taken suddenly ill, and rose up and
followed him In a few nonents he cane down and said, 'M. Finney,
brot her Abel wants to see you.' Said I, "Wat ails hin?' Said he,
"I do not know but he says, you know. He appears in great distress,
but | think it is the state of his mind." | understood it in a
nmonent, and went to his room He lay groaning upon the bed, the
Spirit making intercession for him and in him w th groani ngs that
could not be uttered. | had barely entered the room when he nade
out to say, 'Pray, brother Finney." | knelt down and hel ped himin
prayer, by leading his soul out for the conversion of sinners. |
continued to pray until his distress passed away, and then | returned
to the dinner table.

"l understood that this was the voice of God. | saw the
spirit of prayer was upon him and | felt his influence upon nyself,
and took it for granted that the work would nmove on powerfully. It

did so. The pastor told ne afterward that he found that in the six
weeks that | was there, five hundred souls had been converted."

M. Finney in his lectures on revivals tells of other
remar kabl e awakeni ngs in answer to the prayers of God's people. He
says in one place, "Aclergyman in W---n told nme of a revival anong
hi s peopl e, which comenced with a zeal ous and devoted woman in the
church. She becane anxi ous about sinners, and went to praying for
them she prayed, and her distress increased; and she finally cane to
her mnister, and talked with him and asked himto appoint an
anxi ous neeting, for she felt that one was needed. The m nister put
her off, for he felt nothing of it. The next week she cane again,
and besought himto appoint an anxi ous neeting, she knew there woul d
be sonebody to conme, for she felt as if God was going to pour out Hi's
Spirit. He put her off again. And finally she said to him 'If you
do not appoint an anxious neeting | shall die, for there is certainly
going to be a revival.' The next Sabbath he appointed a neeting, and
said that if there were any who wi shed to converse with himabout the
salvation of their souls, he would neet them on such an evening. He
did not know of one, but when he went to the place, to his
ast oni shnrent he found a | arge nunber of anxious inquirers.”

In still another place he says, "The first ray of |ight that
broke in upon the m dnight which rested on the churches in Oneida
county, in the fall of 1825, was froma woman in feeble health, who,

| believe had never been in a powerful revival. Her soul was
exerci sed about sinners. She was in agony for the land. She did not
know what ail ed her, but she kept praying nore and nore, till it

seened as if her agony woul d destroy her body. At |ength she becane
full of joy and excl ai ned, 'God has cone! God has cone! There is no
m st ake about it, the work is begun, and is going over all the
region!' And sure enough the work began, and her fam |y were al nost
all converted, and the work spread all over that part of the



country."

The great revival of 1857 in the United States began in
prayer and was carried on by prayer nore than by anything else. Dr.
Cuyler in an article in a religious newspaper some years ago said,
"Mbst revivals have hunbl e begi nnings, and the fire starts in a few
warm hearts. Never despise the day of small things. During all ny
own long mnistry, nearly every work of grace had a sinlar
begi nning. One commenced in a neeting gathered at a few hour's
notice in a private house. Another comenced in a group gathered for
Bi bl e study by M. Mody in our mssion chapel. Still another--the
nost powerful of all--was kindled on a bitter January evening at a
nmeeti ng of young Christians under my roof. Dr. Spencer, in his
“Pastor's Sketches', (the nost suggestive book of its kind | have
ever read), tells us that a remarkable revival in his church sprang
fromthe fervent prayers of a godly old man who was confined to his
room by | aneness. That profound Christian, Dr. Thomas H Ski nner, of
t he Uni on Theol ogi cal Sem nary, once gave ne an account of a
remar kabl e com ng together of three earnest nen in his study when he
was the pastor of the Arch Street Church in Philadel phia. They
literally westled in prayer. They nade a clean breast in confession
of sin, and hunbl ed thensel ves before God. ©One and anot her church
officer came in and joined them The heaven-kindled flane soon
spread through the whol e congregation in one of the nost powerful
revivals ever known in that city."

In the early part of the seventeenth century there was a
great religious awakening in Uster, Ireland. The |ands of the rebe
chi efs which had been forfeited to the British crown, were settled up
by a class of colonists who for the nost part were governed by a
spirit of wild adventure. Real piety was rare. Seven mnisters,
five from Scotland and two from Engl and, settled in that country, the
earliest arrivals being in 1613. O one of these mnisters naned

Blair it is recorded by a contenporary, "He spent many days and
nights in prayer, alone and with others, and was vouchsafed great
intimcy with God." M. Janes d endenning, a man of very meager

natural gifts, was a man simlarly mnded as regards prayer. The
wor k began under this man d endenning. The historian of the tinme
says, "He was a man who never woul d have been chosen by a wi se
assenbly of ministers nor sent to begin a reformation in this |and.
Yet this was the Lord's choice to begin with himthe adm rable work
of God which | nention on purpose that all nmay see how the glory is
only the Lord's in making a holy nation in this profane | and, and
that it was 'not by mght, nor by power, nor by nman's w sdom but by
My Spirit, saith the Lord."" In his preaching at O dstone nultitudes
of hearers felt in great anxiety and terror of conscience. They

| ooked on thensel ves as al together |ost and dammed, and cried out,
"Men and brethren, what shall we do to be saved?" They were stricken
into a swoon by the power of H's Wird. A dozen in one day were
carried out of doors as dead. These were not wonen, but sone of the
bol dest spirits of the nei ghborhood; "sone who had formerly feared
not with their swords to put a whole market town into a fray."
Concerning one of them then a mghty strong man, now a m ghty
Christian, say that his end in comng into church was to consult wth
hi s conpani ons how to work some m schief.”

This work spread throughout the whole country. By the year



1626 a nonthly concert of prayer was held in Antrim The work spread
beyond the bounds of Down and Antrimto the churches of the

nei ghbori ng counties. So great becane the religious interest that
Christians would conme thirty or forty mles to the comuni ons, and
continue fromthe tinme they cane until they returned w thout wearying
or maki ng use of sleep. Many of them neither ate nor drank, and yet
some of them professed that they "went away nost fresh and vi gorous,
their souls so filled with the sense of Cod."

This revival changed the whol e character of northern Irel and.

Anot her great awakening in Ireland in 1859 had a sonewhat
simlar origin. By many who did not know, it was thought that this
mar vel ous work canme without warning and preparation, but Rev. WIIliam
G bson, the noderator of the CGeneral Assenbly of the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland in 1860, in his very interesting and val uabl e
history of the work tells how there had been preparation for two
years. There had been constant discussion in the General Assenbly of
the I ow estate of religion, and of the need of a revival. There had
been speci al sessions for prayer. Finally four young nen, who becane
| eaders in the origin of the great work, began to nmeet together in an
ol d school house in the nei ghborhood of Kells. About the spring of
1858 a work of power began to manifest itself. It spread fromtown
to town, and fromcounty to county. The congregati ons becanme too
large for the buildings, and the neetings were held in the open air,
oftenti nmes attended by many thousands of people. Many hundreds of
persons were frequently convicted of sinin a single nmeeting. 1In
some places the crimnal courts and jails were closed for |ack of
occupation. There were manifestations of the Holy Spirit's power of
a nost remarkabl e character, clearly proving that the Holy Spirit is
as ready to work to-day as in apostolic days, when m nisters and
Christians really believe in Hmand begin to prepare the way by
prayer.

M. Mody's wonderful work in England and Scotl and and
Ireland that afterwards spread to Arerica had its origin on the
manward side in prayer. M. Mody made little inpression until nen
and wonmen began to cry to God. |Indeed his going to England at al
was in answer to the inmportunate cries to God of a bed-ridden saint.
VWhile the spirit of prayer continued the revival abode in strength,
but in the course of tine less and | ess was nade of prayer and the
work fell off very perceptibly in power. Doubtless one of the great
secrets of the unsatisfactoriness and superficiality and unreality of
many of our nodern so-called revivals, is that nore dependence is put
upon man's machi nery than upon God's power, sought and obtai ned by
earnest, persistent, believing prayer. W live in a day
characterized by the multiplication of man's machi nery and the
dimnution of God's power. The great cry of our day is work, work,
wor k, new organi zati ons, new nethods, new nachi nery; the great need
of our day is prayer. It was a master stroke of the devil when he
got the church so generally to lay aside this mghty weapon of
prayer. The devil is perfectly willing that the church shoul d
multiply its organizations, and deftly contrive machinery for the
conquest of the world for Christ if it will only give up praying. He
| aughs as he | ooks at the church to-day and says to hinself:

"You can have your Sunday-schools and your Young People's



Soci eties, your Young Men's Christian Associations and your Wnen's
Christian Tenperance Unions, your Institutional Churches and your

I ndustrial Schools, and your Boy's Brigades, your grand choirs and
your fine organs, your brilliant preachers and your revival efforts
too, if you don't bring the power of Almghty God into them by
earnest, persistent, believing, mghty prayer.”

Prayer could work as marvelous results today as it ever
could, if the church would only betake itself to it.

There seemto be increasing signs that the church is
awakening to this fact. Here and there God is |aying upon individua
m ni sters and churches a burden of prayer that they have never known
before. Less dependence is being put upon machi nery and nore
dependence upon God. Mnisters are crying to God day and ni ght for
power. Churches and portions of churches are neeting together in the
early nmorning hours and the [ate night hours crying to God for the
latter rain. There is every indication of the com ng of a mghty and
wi despread revival. There is every reason why, if a revival should
conme in any country at this tine, it should be nore widespread inits
extent than any revival of history. There is the closest and
swi ftest conmunication by travel, by letter, and by cabl e between al
parts of the world. A true fire of God kindled in Anerica would soon
spread to the utternost parts of the earth. The only thing needed to
bring this fire is prayer.

It is not necessary that the whole church get to praying to
begin with. Geat revivals always begin first in the hearts of a few
men and wonen whom God arouses by His Spirit to believe in Hmas a
living God, as a God who answers prayer, and upon whose heart He | ays
a burden fromwhich no rest can be found except in inmportunate crying
unto God.

May God use this book to arouse many others to pray that the
greatly-needed revival may cone, and come speedily.

LET US PRAY

[end of chap 12,
end of HOW TO PRAY,
by R A Torrey]

* kK

Postscript by a personal worker: Pl ease renmenber that
this work was first published in 1900. Even those who woul d question
Dr. Torrey's discussion of scandal ous sins can benefit fromhis
insights into prayer. And even w thout condeming entire art-forns
or nedia of communication, if we re-eval uated the CONTENT of our
entertai nnents and diversions, perhaps we would find oursel ves
delivered fromsinful stuff and pulled away fromthe poor and even
the good things into the BEST that God has for us, that is, close
fell owship with Hinsel f.

May God give to me and to many of His people a true spirit of
prevailing prayer through this mnistry of His servant Dr. Torrey,



even until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, and may this
el ectroni c-based edition find its way to every planet and star
touched by the children of Adam and Eve.
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